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SBC  New  England  growth 
increases  despite  odds 


By  Lcisa  Hammctt-Goad 


■  NORTHBORO,  Mass.  -  They  said 

it  couldii't  be  done,  but  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  England  have  i»oven  th^ 

can  overcome  the  barriers  that 
hamper  starting  new  churches  in  the 
northeast. 

In  eight  years.  Southern  Baptists  in¬ 
creased  their  ranks  from  60  churches 
to  148  across  the  six  states  of  New 
England  —  Vermont,  Rhode  Island, 
Massachusetts,  Maine,  Connecticut, 
and  New  Hampshire. 

Soon  they  will  help  launch  a 
seminary  despite  odds  of  soaring  pro¬ 
perty  expenses,  a  high  cost-of-living, 
and  misunderstandings  about  the  14.5 
million-member  denomiijation. 

Overcoming  those  odds,  said  Jim 
Currin,  executive  director  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  of  New  England, 
means  a  lot  of  ups  and  downs. 

Home  Missionaries  Brent  and 
Sarah  Ryland  have  had  to  struggle 
with  typical  problems.  The  south 
Louisiana  couple  is  involved  in 
Southern  Baptists’  third  attempt  to 
start  a  new  church  in  Keene,  N.H. 

For  two  years,  the  mission  they 
started  had  no  place  to  meet,  or  a  tem¬ 
porary  location  far  from  ideal. 

Seaport  villages  like  Brunswick.  Me.,  are  typical  of  New  England  towns  in  need  Recently,  with  Home  Mission  Board 
of  a  Southern  Baptist  witness.  Even  smaller  towns  with  populations  of  300  are  in  aid.  Calvary  Baptist  purchased  pro¬ 
need  of  a  church,  says  Jim  Currin,  executive  direMMM|i|^a||M|||i|agUBfU^^n|y  on  an  acre  site  for  $49,000.  But 
New  England.  (HMB  Photo  by  .Everett  Hullum)  and  Sarah  will  never  be  able  to 


music 


NASHVILLE  (BP)-Free  profes-  But  he  said  he  hopes  incr^sed  ef-  and  even  instrument  tuning  and  work  and  a  lot  of  confidence,  Harr  The  14-member  handbell  choir  pravid- 

sional  music  help  is  going  begging  in  forts  to  encourage  churches  to  requnt  maintenance,  some  volunteers  have  said.  ed  revival  music  for  eight  days  in  two 

some  areas  of  the  Southern  Baptist  needed  help  will  improve  the  ratio:  had  unusual  opportunities.  Volunteer  choir  director  Carol  churches.  Among  the  group  were 

Convention.  “Opportunities  for  volunteers  have  Ibd  Evans,  a  Mission  Service  Corps  Breazzeal  asked*  Hottel  for  sugges-  piana  organ,  violin,  and  cello  players. 

Volunteers  who  offer  siKHt-term  been  limited,  based  on  the  number  of  volunteer  from  Canton,  N.C.,  was  call-  tions  of  Christmas  music  that  would  Musicians  on  Mission  workshops 

help  to  churches  in  conjunction  with  churches  requesting  assistance.  We  ed  on  to  play  for  a  wedding  in  a  church  be  suitable  for  the  eight- to  10-member  this  year  are -planned  in  Sudbury, 

M)i$icians  on  Mission  workshops  thus  don’t  have  a  numerical  goal,  but  our  where  he  had  gone  to  work  with  the  choir.  Mass.;  Indianapolis;  and  Beaverton, 

far  have  exceeded  the  number  of  desire  is  simply  to  get  into  as  many  youth  choir  in  a  town  outside  of  The  church  subsequently  asked  Ore.  Other  future  sites  include  Alex- 

churches  requesting  help  churches  as  possible  with  music  help”  Baltimore.  Hottel  to  return  to  help  with  the  andria,  Va.;  Denver;  San  Diego; 

Four  hundred  volimteers  from  25  The  conc^  of  the  five-yew  mis-  In  another  church  assigned  to  him  Christmas  music.  He  spent  a  second  Honolulu;  Mechanics^rg,  Pa.;  and 

states  have  worked  in  300  churches  sions  emphasis  is  to  obtain  assistance  .  in  connection  with  the  Dayton  week  of  volunteer  work  with  the  choir  Cincinnati, 

since  the  first  Musicians  on  Mission  for  churches  that  do  not  have  full-time  workshop  difficulties  with  the  sound  in  October.  «  Musicians  on  Mission  will 

workshop  in  Van  Nuys,  Calif.,  in  1906, .  music  leadership  and  to  use  trained  system  resulted  in  Evans’ operating  Musicians  from  Friendly  Avenue  culminate  in  1991  at  PraiSing  II,  a 

said  Fred  Kelly,  coordinator  for  the  musicians  from  across  the  country  in  the  sound  equipment  while  the  Baptist  Church  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  celebration  event  to  introduce  a  new 

church  music  department  of  the  one-ontone  teaching.  minister  of  music  sang  for  a  wedding  accompanied  Minister  of  Music  Jim  "Baptist  Hymnal.” 

Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  More  than  1,800  people  have  attend-  David  Hottel  of  Mt.  Ararat  Baptist  Alley  to  the  workshop  in  Des  Moines.  Charles  Willis  writes  for  BSSB. 
Board.  ed  the  conferences  in  Van  Nu}^,  Church  in  Stafford,  Va.,  worked  at  ^ 

“With  the  exception  of  the  Wichita  Calif.;  Wichita,Kan.;  Baltimore,  Md.;  First  Church,  Parker,  Ariz.,  in  May  I  /  /  i 

(Kan.)  workshop  where  revivals  were  Dayton,  Ohio;  Phoenipi,  Ariz.;  and  1967  in  connection  with  a  workshop.  ]f  3?  i  /  v  il  \ 

in  progress,  we  have  had  25  to  30  more  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  According  to  Pastor  Gary  Harr,  Ho  -  "  "  A - f  — * -  Jfc  7 

volunteers  at  each  location  than  we  In  addition  to  providing  help  in  tel  not  only  worked  with  the  choir,  but  ^ 

had  requests  from  churches,”  Kelly  choral  and  solo  w(Hic;  piano,  organ,  he  also  critiqued  the  individual  if  \  B  ^ ^  /i  ^ 

said.  “When,we  dont  assign  these  per-  and  other  instrumental  accompani-  vocalists  and  instrumentalists.  ^  ~  ^ 

sons  a  church,  they  tend  to  cancel  ment;  techniques  in  directing  con-  ”He  spent  about  three  days  with  us,  ^***^^1"  .  i  '  ■  -.—-.,■1.  ■  V,  /  . 

plans  to  attend  the  workshop.”  gregational  singing;  worship  ^danning  and  he  really  gave  our  choir  a  lot  of  Qj  .  ^ 


Thiirsday,  W«-ch  1>.  1»M 
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Editorials 


Acteens  and  missions 


TH«  60SPEL  0F1W  KIN600W  WILL  PRSACHtO  THROU6HOLrr 
THl  WHOLf  WORLD,  A  TMTIMONY  TO  ALL  NATIONi- 


truest  opinion  ...  ^ 

■*  _  Jennifer  Owen  is  an  U-year-old  girl  ing  —  all  across  the  nation.  The  story 

^  ^  who  lives  in  Hattiesburg.  She  attends  of  her  gift  was  used  by  Baptist  Press 

VVn6n  1^  a  WIWwCJ  llwL  d  Wl  WwU  .  Immanuel  church  m  Hattiesburg,  and  sent  to  state  papers  throughout 

and  recently  she  was  present  at  a  the  nation.  Most  of  them  printed  the 
By  Grady  C.  Cothen  slide  presentation  by  Gail  Benedict,  a  story.  A  couple  of  them  presented 

The  session  was  flUed  with  tension,  to  this  “mandate.”  creedal  solution  in  theological  volunteer  who  had  worked  in  Burkuia  editorials  on  Jennifer’s  gift. 

Inquiries  were  being  made  about  a  Thus,  the  SBC  continued  to  do  what  disagreements.  He  suggests  that  in  a  Faso.  There  will  never  be  a  way  to 

portion  of  the  Peace  Committee’s  W.  W.  Barnes  predicted  in  1934  we  creed  the  element  of  confession  of  Mrs.  Benedict  is  the  secretary  for  measure  what  Jennifer’s  gift  will 

report.  It  interpreted  “truth  without  would  da  After  the  adoption  of  the  faith  in  Christ  largely  can  be  lost  in  Lamar  Association,  which  takes  in  a  mean  to  missions  work.  There  will 

any  mixture  of  error  for  its  matter”  1925  statement  of  faith,  he  predicted  assent  to  theological  orthodox^ -He  in-  part  of  Hattiesburg.  Her  husband,  never  be  a  complete  report  except  as 

by  stipulating  that  “most  Southern  that  this  was  a  step  toward  becoming  sists  that  creeds  often  become  in-  Doug,  is  director  of  missions  in  the  it  will  be  maintained  in  heaven. 

Baptists”  believ^  four  statements  a  creedal  body  and  that  the  path  struments  of  division  rather  than  uni-  association.  But  Jennifer  can  know  that  her  $100 

about  scripture.  No  survey  has  ever  would  be  easier  after  that  In  1963,  The  ty.  Again,  the  highly  intellectual  con-  Jennifer  was  touched  by  Mrs.  will  be  multiplied  many,  many  times 

been  cited  that  demonstrate  that  this  Baptist  Faith  and  Message,  which  tent  may  be  difficult  for  the  ordinary  Benedict’s  graphic  presentation.  She  over.  It  will  almost  be  a  re-enactment 

is  so,  but  it  probably  is.  The  report  largely  parallels  the  1925  statement,  person  to  understand,  and  thus  must  was  moved  by  the  hardship  of  life  in  of  the  episode  of  the  loaves  and  fishes 

then  states,  “we  call  upon  Southern  was  adopted.  Numerous  attempts  accept  a  great  deal  on  trust,  with  the  Burkina  Faso  and  by  the  fact  the  or  a  flesh  and  blood  example  of  the 

Baptist  institutions  to  recognize  the  have  been  made  to  interiHet  it,  amend  evils  associated  with  implicit  faith,  residents  there  had  saved  $12,000  with  truth  of  the  parable  of  the  seed  sow- 

great  number  of  Southern  Baptists  it,  explain  it,  and  make  it  binding.  In  Finally,  he  sugg^ts  that  it  is  difficult  which  to  build  a  church  but  needed  ed  in  good  ground, 

who  believe  this  interpretation  of  our  1969  the  convention  made  this  state-  to  stop  elaborating  on  the  creed  as  that  much  more.  Certainly  it  is  a  thrill  to  know  that 

confessional  statement  and,  in  the  meat  binding  on  its  agencies.  The  1967  new  needs  or  problems  arise.  Since  Jennifer  gave  her  baby  sitting  a  young  girl  like  Jeimifer  could  in¬ 
future,  to  build  their  professional  convention  continued  to  do  what  coercion  is  involved  in  the  enforce-  money,  $100,  to  help  in  Burkina  Faso,  itiate  such  a  nationwide  effort.  It  is  a 

staffs  and  faculties  from  those  who  generations  of  Baptist  refused  to  do.  ment  of  a  creed,  it  may  well  result  in  She  said,  “It  burned  my  heart  to  see  thrill  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  net- 

clearly  reflect  such  dominant  convic-  In  effect,  we  made  a  creedal  state-  weakened  faith,  the  enhanced  power  all  of  those  poor  kids  out  there  I  hope  work  that  made  the  effort  possible, 

tions  and  'beliefs  held  by  Southern  ment  binding  on  all  entities  of  the  of  the  “enforcers”  and  frequently  by  giving  $100,  it  can  start  other  peo-  We  commend  Jennifer  for  her  deep- 

Baptists  at  large”  SBC,  and  at  that,  a  statement  that  did  demands  alternative  statements.  pie  to  thinking  about  giving  money.  If  ly  felt  convictions  and  for  having  the 

The  president  of  the  convention  in  not  have  the  status  or  quality  of  a  It  sounds  as  if  he  attended  the  last  a  lot  of  people  gave,  it  could  help  in  fortitude  to  follow  through  on  them, 

response  to  questions  said  two  or  Statemoit  Of  Faith.  The  associations  meeting  of  our  convention.  the  other  parts  of  the  country  that  We  commend  her  parents  for  their  in- 

three  times  that  this  action  was  not  and  churches  will  follow.  Our  history  uniformly  testifies  that  need  clothes  or  shelter.”  fluence.  We  commend  Doug  and  Gail 

the  establishment  of  a  creed.  The  What  is  a  creed?  The  word  comes  we  have  bera  a  people  of  The  Book  Jennifer  needs  to  know  fhat  her  gift  Benedict  for  an  association  missions 

report  went  on  to  say  that  the  commit-  from  the  Latin,  credo,  meaning  “I  and  have  often  said  that  our  sole  rule  has  started  a  lot  of  other  peoi^  think-  program  that  bears  such  results.  We 

tee  should  be  continued  for  three  believe”  A  definition  of  a  creed:  a  of  faith  and  practice  is  Hdy 'Scripture  —  '  '  '  commend  Immanuel  Baptist  Church 

years  “for  the  purpose  of  observing  brief  authoritative  formula  of  Now  we  find  ourselves  in  a  situation  2.  One  accepts  a  rational  —  human  for  its  influence  on  Jennifer  through 

the  response  of  all  agencies,  officers  religious  beliefs.  Historically,  as  in  which  many  demand  a  simple  —  authority  in  settling  religious  pro-  the  years.  We  are  proud  to  be  a  part 

and  other  participants  to  the  recom-  Christological  controversies  spread  in  statement  about  scriptural  truth  in-  blems  rather  than  the  revelation  of  of  a  denomination  with  such  missions 

mendations  of  the  Peace  Committee  the  early  church,  leaders  adopted  a  stead  of  scriphire  itself.  For  a  Baptist,  God.  awareness  programs  as  would  cause 

in  an  effort  to  encourage  com-  continuing elaboration  of  creedal  this  is  heresy,  lb  operate  by  any  3.  One  accepts  man'$  understanding  dedication  such  as  that  held  by 

pliance  ...”  The  committee  was  definitions  with  the  use  of  logical  creedal  statonent,  however  good,  is  to  rather  than  God’s  statement.  Jennifer. 

continued  and  the  report  adopted,  and/or  rational  language  not  derived  opt  for  some  serious  problems.  4.  Authority  in  faith  becomes  the  This  is  a  very  heart-warming  story. 

Agency  after  agency  has  considered  from  the  New  Ibstament.  William  1.  With  the  adoption  and  use  of  will  of  the  majority  rather  than  the  And  we  are  proud,  perhaps  justifiably 
in  the  ensuing  time  reports  to  the  con-  Kelly  in  Dictionary  of  Hieolo^  cites  creedal  tests,  one  places  authority  will  of  God.  They  may  or  may  not  be  so,  that  Jennifer  is  a  Mississippi 

vention  as  to  how  the  agency  responds  some  cogent  problems  with  the  oqtside  of  Christ  and  his  revelation.  (Continued  on  page  11)  Baptist. 
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Mississippi  ranks  first:  world  missions  conferences 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  more  churches  and  associations  in 
Mississippi  Baptist  associations  held  1967  than  in  the  last  27  years,  reported 
more  World  Missions  Conferences  in  Carlos  Cobos,  director  oi  the  con- 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  last  ferences  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
year  than  any  other  state  Brotherhood  Ck>mmission. 

World  missions  conferences  in  the  In  his  annual  report  to  state  world 
Southern  Baptist  Ckmvention  involved  missions  conferences  directors,  CMws 


Help  Wanted 


Mississippi  WMU  needs  Gubs.  T|)e  dates  are  June  20-24. 
volunteers  for  three  projects  com-  Gulf  Coaist  Seven  volunteers 
ing  up  this  summer:  are  needed  to  teach  Backyard  Bi- 

Chile  Twelve  volunteers  are  bleGubs.  The  dates  are  June  20-24. 
needed  to  teach  VBS  to  MKs  dur-  Tb  volunteer  for  one  of  these 
ing  the  Mission  Meeting.  Hie  dates  trips,  please  call  Monica  Keathley 
are  July  10-23.  at  968-3800,  ext.  3921,  as  soon  as 

Tupelo  Seven  volunteers  are  possible, 
need^  to  teach  Backyard  Bible 


Tim  and  Karen  Welford  Eddie  and  Barbara  Jones 


Home  Board  appoints 
two  Mississippi  couples 


ATLANTA  —  Eddie  Jones,  named 
church  planter  apprentice  for  Green¬ 
ville,  and  Tim  Welford,  named 
associational  church  and  community, 
ministries  director  for  Lee  County 
Baptist  Association  in  'Ripela  were 
among  64  persons  appointed  to  mis¬ 
sions  {>osts  during  the  Home  Mission 
Boanl’s  February  board  of  directors 
meeting. 

Jones,  named  with  his  wife  Bar¬ 
bara,  is  pastor  of  Victory  Ibmple 
Church,  Greenville.  He  has  also  b^n 
pastor  of  CIhrist  Ibmple  Church,  Moss 


Point. 

Jones  holds  a  degree  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Welford,  named  with  his  wife 
Karen,  was  director  of  multifamily 
ministries  for  Lee  Gnmty  Baptist 
Association.  He’s  also  been  associate 
pastor/minister  of  education  and 
outreach  for  Horseshoe  Drive  Church, 
Alexandria,  La,,  and  First  Church, 
Vidalia,  La. 

Welford  is  a  graduate  pf  William 
C^rey  College  in  Hattiesburg  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


said  4,085  Southern  Baptist  churches  The  state  conventions  with  the  Across  the  convention,  62  percent  of 
in  212  local  Baptist  associations  drew  largest  number  of  participatiirg  chur-  all  churches  participate.  Other 
a  total  attendece  of  1,201,282  ii\  1987.  ches  in  1967  were  Mississippi  352;  highlights  of  the  annual  report  were 
The  number  of  participating  chur-  Georgia  and  Kentucky,  339  each;  418peoplewhovolunteeredformis- 
ches  and  associations  was  the  largest  Virginia,  291;  North  Carolina,  273;  sions  during  the  conferences,  451  pro- 
since  1960,  when  4,337  churches  and  Tennessee,  270;.South  Carolina,  230;  fessions  of  faith  in  Guist  and  missions 
233  associations  participated.  and  Louisianar^tO.  ‘  receipts  of  $1,313,500. 
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Cooperative  Program  aims 
at  $145.6  million  target 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  Southern  entities.  It  represents  a  4.25  percent  Harold  Bennett,  president  of  the  E)x- 
Baptist  Convention’s  Executive  Com-  increase  over  the  ourent  $132  million  ecutive  Commit!^  had  visited  with 
mittee  has  proposed  a  $145.6  million  first-phase  budget.  the  Pope  when  the  pontiff  visited  the 

budget  for  the  1988-89  SBC  The  capital  needs  budget  includes  United  States  last  year.  The  vote  was 
Cooperative  Program.  allocations  for  eight  SBC  entities.  It  a  turndown  of  an  attempted  hand-slap 

Messengers  to  the  convention’s  an-  represents  a  6.96  percent  increase  for  Bennett, 
nual  meeting  will  vote  on  the  budget  over  the  current  $6.45  million  capital  —  Bylaws:  approved  recommenda- 
proposal  when  they  meet  in  San  Ah-  needs  budget.  However,  because  funds  tions  which  would  revise  bylaws  con- 
tonio,  Ibxas,  June  14-16.  If  approved,  are  not  channeled  into  this  portion  of  ceming  the  conduct  of  business  at  an- 
the  budget  —  a  four  percent  increase  the  budget  until  the  first-phase  budget  nual  meetings.  In  the  first,  the  com¬ 
over  the  current  $140  million  budget  is  met.  The  convention  still  is  work-  mittee  recommended  a  new  bylaw 
—  will  go  into  effect  Oct.  1.  ing  on  more  than  $1.7  million  from  the  setting  the  quorum  for  conducting 

The  Cooperative  Program  is  the  1986-87  capital  needs  budgetTTt  is  not  business  at  the  annual  meeting  at  a 
combined  SBC  budget  that  supports  expected  to  fulfill  those  obligations  ‘minimum  of  25  percent  of  those  du- 
evangelistic,  missionary  and  educa-  and  the  current  year’s  oblig''‘’'^ns  ly  registered  and  seated  messengers.” 
tional  ministries  worldwide.  Funds  before  the  next  fiscal  year  bi  a.  In  the  second,  the  committee  recom- 
originate  fnMn  church  members,  and  The  second-phase  operating  .dget  me  -d  a  change  to  bylaw  23,  which 
they  pass  through  congregations  to  will  target  funds  to  the  same  19  en-  reg  es  the  time  business  may  be  in 
state  conventions  and  on  to  national  titles  as  the  first-phase  bud'*"!.  It  troo  ced,  by  defining  "early  days  of 
and  international  causes.  The  $145.6  represents  a  2.96  percent  re<  ;  ion  the  convention’’  to  mean  business 
million  budget  represents  the  amount  from  the  current  budget.  shall  be  introduced  by  the  end  of  the 

targeted  beyond  the  state  level.  In  other  matters,  the  Executive  morning  session  of  the  second  day. 

Allocation  of  the  budget  is  divided  Committee  also  approved:  —  Representation:  approved  ap- 

into  three  sections:  a  first-phase  basic  —  Ecumenical  meetings:  plications  from  three  state  conven- 
operating  budget  of  $137,610,000,  a  acknowledged  “the  appropriateness  tions  for  expanded  representation 
capital  needs  budget  of  $6,899,000  and  for  the  executive  staff ...  to  attend  for  under  bylaw  32,  which  was  revised  at 
a  second-phase  operating  budget  of  observation  and  when  appropriate  to  the  1987  annual  meeting  to  allow  a 
$1,091,000.  Funds  will  not  be  allocated  participate  in  certain  interdenomina-  ‘tiered”  system  of  representation  for 
to  the  capital  needs  budget  until  the  tional  and  interreligious  meetings  in  newer  state  conventions, 
first-phase  basic  operating  budget  is  order  to  conduct  the  work  of  the  staff  The  approved  applications  note 
met,  and  funds  will  not  be  allocated  and  the  Executive  Committee,  it  be-  three  conventions  -  Alaska,  Nexada 
to  the  second-phase  operating  budget  ing  understood  that  attendance  at  and  Pennsylvania-South  Jersey  — 
until  all  current  and  previous  capital  suqh  meetings  must  be  exercised  with  have  topped  the  20,000  member  mark, 
needs  budgets  are  met.  discretion  and  responsibility."  thus  entitling  them  to  seats  on  the 

The  first-phase  basic  operating  Some  Executive  Committee  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Home  Mis- 
budget  targets  fund&lo  19 convention  members  did  not  like  the  fact  that  (Continued  on  page  10) 


Baptist  Mission  Board  names 
49  journeymen  for  29  nations 

RICHMOND,  Va.  —  Southern  Bap-  sionaries  by  working  in  positions  in  tied  couples,  was  the  27th  to  be  com- 
tists  commissioned  40  new  journey-  missionary  child  teaching,  clerical  misioned  by  (he  Southern  Baptist 
men  Feb.  27  for  work  in  29  countries  service,  driver  education,  media.  Foreign  Mission  Board  since  the  pro¬ 
ducing  the  next  two  years.  medical  service,  teaching,  student  gram  started  in  1965.  Three  in  the 

Two  are  from  Mississippi.  They  are  evangelism,  sound  engineering,  group  grew  up  as  children  of  mis- 
Glenn  Brister  of  McComb  who  will  athletics  and  graphic  art.  sionaries.  The  journeymen  came 

work  in  South  Africa,  and  Scott  Valen-  Journeymen  share  missionary  from  19  states  an^  from  West  (Jer- 
tine  of  Vicksburg  who  will  work,  in  duties  that  can  be  accomplished  in  many  and  Singapore. 

Japan.  English,  thus  making  missionaries  The  new  journeymen  will  travel 

The  22  men  and  18  women  are  col-  free  to  carry  out  more  crucial  overseas  in  a  few  weeks  as  the  1986 
ipgp  graduates  under  age  27.  They  will  assignments.  group  completes  service  and  returns 

help  Southern  Baptist  career  mis-  The  group  which  included  two  mar-  to  the  United  States. 


State  presidents  call 
for  SBC  day  of  prayer 


NASHVILLE  ( BP) Presidents  of  February  breakfast  meeting  in 
state  Baptist  conventions  have  called  Nashville,  adopted  a  four-part  statc- 
for  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  annual  ment  “in  the  hope  of  promoting  unit) 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  throughout  tlw  (Southern  Baptist 
vention,.but  they  have  declined  t»  convention  and  creating  a  prayerful 
throw  their  support  behind  a  consen-  climate  for  San  Antonip”  Te^s.  after 
sus  candidate  for  convention  hearing  a  plea  from  Peace  Com'^it- 
president.  tee  Vice  Chairman  Charles  Pickenng 


The  presidents  of  18  state  conven-  of  Laurel,  Miss.,  that  the  presidents 
tions  and  one  fellowship,  during  a  late  (Continued  on  page  3) 


ooL-  president,  two  tonner  ones  Sheridan  leaves 

,  '  /*  1  1  *  /*  HMB  over 

issue  statement  ot  beliets  Jewish  theology 

By  Dan  Martin 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  current  Rogers  also  said:  “Sometimes  we  meeting  on  the  heels  (rf  two  Bible  coo-  He  added  he  does  not  believe  “Bap-  ATLANTA  ~  George  J. 

president  and  two  former  presidents  have  been  caricatured  as  being  anti-  ferences,  one  in  Jacksonville  (Fla.)  tists  will  support”  teaclung  of  such  MenMn,  who  for  13  jeais  has  work- 

of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conveiition  women.  I  guarantee  that  is  not  true,  and  the  other  Bailey  Smith’s  Real  things  as  that  the  Bible  is  not  M  wnth  Jewish  pe<^e  throu^  toe 

met  with  news  media  Peb.  24  to  “make  The  issues  have  been  skewed.”  Evangelism  meeting  in  Atlanta.  historically  accurate,  that  the  stated  Soutoern  . B^ti^  Home  Mission 

a  clear  statement”  about  themselves.  He  also  noted  some  have  said  he  “We  talked  about  some  con-  authors  did  not  write  the  books  of  the  Board  s  intenaito  witness  ^part- 

“There  have  been  so  many  and  the  otb$r  presidents  believe  in  cems  . . .  about  misrepresentations  Bible,  that  the  miracles  did  not  hap-  ment,  is  l^vi^  ^  agency  because 

misstatements  as  to  who  we  are,  what  “state-mandated  prayer.  I  don’t  and  distortions  which  have  been  plac-  pen  or  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  not  of  theol^cal  differences  concerning 

we  believe  and  who  speaks  for  us,  that  believe  in  mandat^  prayer  in  the  ed  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  some  real  people.  evangelizing  Jewish  people, 

we  felt  we  needed  to  make  a  clear  Sunday  school,  much  less  in  the  public  conservatives  about  who  we  are  and  “Tb  me  not  to  believe  ^t  the  aieridan,  northeast  regional  direc- 

statement,  one  more  time”  said  school.  I  don’t  believe  anybody,  what  we  want.”  miracles  happened,  not  to  believe  that  qj  tjjg  interfaith  witness  depart- 

Adrian  P.  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  anywhere  should  be  forced  to  pray.  Rogers  said  the  recent  announce-  the  Bible  is  historically  accurate  not  based  in  Union,  N  J.,  has  declin- 

Baptist  Church  of  Memphis,  'Itenn.,  But  I  do  believe  it  is  the  rightof  every  ment  by  Homer  Lindsay  Jr.  tokt  Jerry  to  believe  that  the  stated  authors  did  ^  transfer  to  the  boai^’s  Atlanta 

and  current  SBC  president.  free-bom  American  to  pray  anywhere  Vines  is  his  choice  far  thejresidency  indeed  write  the  books  or  not  to  office 

Joining  Rogers  in  the  news  con-  he  well  pleases.”  of  the  SBC  also  was  ctocussed.  believe  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  real  decision  to  transfer  Sheridan 

ference  were  James  T.  Draper  Jr,  Rogers  said,  “Anybody jwho  says  we  Lindsay,  co-pastor  of  First  Baptist  people  is  outside  the  parameters  of  was  made  by  the  Home  Mission  Board 

pastor  of  First  Baptist  Ctourch  of  favor  state-mandated  prayer  as  in-  C!hurch  of  Jacksonville,  told  a  pastor’s  who  we  are,  rank  and  file.  Southern  administration  because  of  his 

Euless,  Tbxas,  president  1982-84,  and  dividuals  or  as  a  group  is  either  ig-  conference  Fteb.  15,  that  Vines  is  his  Baptists,”  Rogers  said.  theological  position  with  respect  to 

Bailey  E.  Smith,  an  Atlanta  norant  or  dishonest.”  candidate  to  be  president  of  the  14.7  “I  believe  we  have  a  right  and,  in-  evangelizing  Jewish  people,  HMB 

evangelist,  president  1980-82.  Rogers  On  several  occasions  during  the  million-member  SBC,  succeeding  deed,  a  responsibility  to  set  i>resident  Larry  L.  Lewis,  said,  ad- 

said  Charles  F.  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  hour-long  conference,  Rogers  made  Rogers,  who  cannot  seek  another  parameters  of  what  we  want  taught,”  ding,  the  decision  was  made  after  a 

Baptist  Church  (rf  Atlanta,  president  reference  to  “others  who  have  been  term.  he  added.  lengthy  and  involved  administrative 

1984-86,  agrees  with  the  statement  and  speaking  for  us,”  and  although  he  was  “Homer  unilaterally  and  not  too  Draper,  also  a  trustee  of  process  spanning  more  than  a  year, 

wished  to  be  present  but  is  ill.  not  specific  about  his  statement  dur-  subtly  stood  up  in  the  Bible  con-  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort, —  .  letter  summarizinc  his  views 

On  several  occasi(Mis  during  the  ing  the  formal  presentation,  he  was  ference  and  announced  who  his  can-  Worth,  said  the  presidents  “keep  hear-  ~  tt^-aivaHnn  of  the  ^heHHan 

hour-long  meeting,  Rogers  referred  to  more  specific  during  a  question-and-  didate  was:  Dr.  Jerry  Vines,*  Rogers  ing  that  we  are  trying  to  tell  people  Dna-a  j 

“others  who  have  been  speaking  for  answer  session.  He  Was  asked  said,  adding  when  the  announcement  what  to  believe  Not  at  all.  But  we  do  ■  ■  *  .  i  t  i  i  '  0  ^  h 

us,"  and  said,  “We  have  failed  to  say  whether  the  four  presidents  “were  was  made ‘there  was  a  rip-roaring  have  a  right  to  determine  parameters  ® 

who  we  are,  as  9  group  ...  we  felt  we  putting  distance”  between  themselves  standing  ovation.  Dr.  Jerry  Vines  is  if  our  cooperative  efforts  are  to  be  •  tn**^**"^ 

must  say  what  ipakes  our  hearts  beat,  and  other  high  visibility  conservative  deeply  loved.”  successful.”  **  ed*”  ^***  *****  **^ 

who  we  are  and  what  we  really,  real-  leaders  by  the  disclaimer.  “I  believe  Jerry  Vines  will  have  to  He  added  the  presidents  supp(Ht  the  . 

ly  want  for  the  SBC.”  “We  are  not  attempting  to  put  get  a  word  from  (3od  as  to  whether  he  great  doctrines  of  toe  priesthood  of  *  oeiieve  o 

Rogers  read  a  statement  agreed  to  distance  between  us  and  anyone,  but  wants  to  be  nominated.  That  is  his  the  believer  and  soul  competency,  but  re^vcsalvauwHhrougn  ineir  <^^1^ 

by  the  four  presidents,  entitled  “A  it  is  an  attempt  to  bring  into  perspec-  decision,”  Rogers  added.  said  on  the  “other  hand,  there  have  to  ^nchosen^oyOod  in  covenant  with 

Conservative  Southern  Baptist  Affir-  tive  who  we  are  I  thank  (Jod  far  every  The  presidents  also  were  asked  be  guidelines  for  any  kind  of  sue- 

mation,”  which  included  nine  affirma-  conservative,  Bible-believing  whether  the  Peace  (Ommittee  report,  cessful  operation.” 

tions,  six  “prayerful  desires”  and  five  Southern  Baptist.  There  is  not  one  of  adopted  the  1987  annual  meeting,  “The  seminary  (trustees)  has  a  Uhnstian  Bible  no  hint  that  CjOO 
goals.  us  who  has  not  made  some  mistakes,  is  being  used  as  a  creed  by  insisting  right  to  say  professors  can  believe  loving  kmdn^  previously 

'..^ior,.  to  .(^ding  .the,  gtiiteinent.  We  are  not  here  to  penalize  anybody  the  four  specific  examples  of  what  what  they  want,  but  to  instruct  them  <hspensed  or  promise, 

which  Rogers  said  “has  b^n  on  nty  for  anything  or  to  defend  any  state-  “most”  Swthem  Baptists  believe  they  must  teach  in  accordance  with  Lewis  said  Sheridan’s  vie^  are  not 

heart  for  a  long  time,'’  he  said:  “So  ment  that  any  individual  made,”  he  about  the  Bible  be  used  as  a  standard  and  not  contrary  to  the  Baptist  Faith  consistent  with  the  theological  posi- 

many  others  have  been  speaking  for  said.  -  in  hiring  practices  for  the  20  national  and  Message  statement,”  he  added,  tlon  of  the  board  or  with  the  beliefs  of 

us  that  1  want  to  say  clearly  what  the  “This  is  hot  an  attempt  to  put  agencies,  including  the  six  Rogers,  in  response  to  a  question  the  majority  of  Southern  Baptists, 
issues  (ih  the  SBC)  are  not.  distance  between  us  and  Paige  Patter-  seminaries.  about  the  video  and  audio  taping  of  “We  believe  that  salvation  is  offered 

“The  issue  is  not  J.  Frank  Norris  son  and  Paul  Pressler,  for  example,”  ‘The  Peace  C^ommittee  report  is  not  the  news  conference,  said  plaits  are  to  by  (jod  freely  to  all  who  accept  Jesus 

Fundamentalism.  There  is  a  vast  dif-  he  said,  referring  to  Patterson,  presi-  meant  to  be  creedal,”  Rogers  said,  “try  to  get  it  (the  news  conference)  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior,”  Lewis  said, 

ference  between  J.  Frank  Norris  (an  dent  of  Oiswfell  CkiUege  in  Dalla^  and  “It  does  define  those  beliefs  most  distributed  as  widely  as  possible,  so  “We  believe  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God 

early  20to  century  Fundamentalist  Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals  court  commonly  held.  We  (the  Peace  (Tom-  that  we  can  say  clearly  and  plainly  who  died  on  the  cross  for  the  sins  of 

leader)  and  those  of  us  who  work  in-  judge,  generally  regarded  as  the  chief  mittee)  did  not  write  a  creed,  but  we  who  we  are,  what  we  believe.”  all  mankind,  including  the  Jews, 

side  th^SBC,  who  support  the  conven-  architects  of  the  conservative  did  agree  Baptists  have  a  right  to  set  “Wearerecording'itsothatwecan  ‘The  Bible  teaches  there  is  no  other 

tion  with  our  lives  and  our  money.”  He  resurgence  Neither  man  had  been  parameters  for  those  who  will  work  enlarge  this  meeting,”  he  said.  way  to  salvation  except  through  a  per- 

said  he  does  not  answer  to  the  name  mentioned  in  the  question.  for  them.”  Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor.  sonal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.” 

“fundamentalist,”  since  the  “word  has  Rogers  jokingly  said  he  is  only  in- 

been  identified  with  extremism,”  and  terested  in  the  “written  page  and  the  .  _ 

requested  if  anyone  “has  to  call  me  Apostle  Paul,”  but  then  added:  “I  ^  ^  ^  ^  *  J.  *  *  ■  I  * 

anything,  let  them  call  me  a  Bible-  thank  God  for  Paige  and  Paul  and  all  G  G  I  Cl  |  *1  C  I  I 

believing  Christian.”  of  the  people  who  have  been  part  of  A ▼▼  XXX  XV^V/^XTV^ 

The  conservative  movement  in  the  the  conservative  resurgence 

SBC,  he  said,  “is  not  a  part  of  the  New  “I  have  felt  there  has  been  an  effort  TT  7*  B  B  Y 

Right  secular  politics,”  adding  by  some  to  single  out  certain  in-  M  -vY^Y  d'YAT’d  Y^^l  G 

editorials  and  news  specials  “more  dividuals  who  have  a  high  profile  and  X.  JL  V.F  AAX  V^X  X  XV/  T  ▼▼  CYX  VXO 

and  more  seem  to  infer  that  what  give  them  a  higher  profile,  thereby 

motivates  us  is  some  kind  of  political  saying  these  are  the  de  facto  The  Hcnner  L.  Grice  Assodatiooal  tions  that  will  receive  these  awards  a  Mission  VBS  are:  Grenada,  one  Sun- 
agenda  generally  called  New  Right  spokesman  for  the  presidents  and  VBS  Award  is  presented  to  a  Baptist  and  citations  are:  day  School,  Arthur  Leslie;  Leake,  two 

poliUcs.”  others.  They  are  not.  They  are  association  for  leading  a  significant  Associations  and  directors  of  mis-  Sunday  Schools,  David  Satterwfaite. 

He  added: ‘The  issue  is  not  some  spokesmen  for  themselves.”  number  of  churches  ai^  missions  in  sions  with  100  percent  reporting:  Associations  that  report  a  Sunday 

particular  interpretation  of  Scripture  Rogers  said  each  of  the  presidents  that  association  to  conduct  and  report  Oorge,  Horace  Glass;  Grenada,  Ar-  School  start  based  on  a  Backyard  Bi- 
such  as  premillennialism  or  is  a  spokesman  for  himself  individual-  a  Vacation  Bible  School.  *1110  award  is  tour  Leslie;  Humphreys,  Jerald  L.  Ue  (Hub  are:  Alcorn,  one  Sunday 

Calvinism.  We  have  been  accused  of  ly,  but  noted:  “I  have  felt  that  we  have  given  for  three  levels  of  partkapatian:  Welch;  and  Walthall,  Geoige  F.  Lee  School,  Nat  Mayhall;  Northwest,  one 

trying  to  impose  on  the  convention  a  failed  to  be  spokesmen  for  ourselves;  100  percent,  95  percent,  and  90  Assodations  with  96  percent  report-  Sunday  School,  Brown;  Gulf 

particular  type  of  eschatological  we  have  failed  to  say  who  we  are,  in-  percrat.  ing:  Joqes,  Maurice  Flowers;  Coast,  two  Sunday  Schools,  Bobby 

interpretation.  dividually  and  as  a  group.  A  Special  citation  is  also  given  if  at  Lawrence.  George  F.  Lee;  Lincoln,  Perry;  and  i.am*r,  eight  Sunday 

But  this  is  not  a  matter  of  some  par-  “That  is  the  purpose  m  this  press  least  one  church  and/or  mission  laimadge  Smith;  and  Pike,  Glen  Schools,  Douglas  Benedict 

ticular  interpretation  of  Scripture  but  conference”  R^ers  also  was  asked  within  the  association  has  par-  Williams.  The  following  assodationB  reported 

rather  what  Scripture  is  of  itself.”  about  a  mid-February  meeting  of  con-  ticipated  in  a  VBS  Link-up  Plan.  Associations  with  90  percent  repor-  churches  sponsoring  a  VBS  LiiA^up: 

Rogers  said  the  “issue  is  not  an  at-  servative  leadership  in  Atlanta  and  Another  citation  is  awarded  if  one  or  ting:  Adams,  Olyn  Roberts;  Nor-  Adains,Calhoun,Chickasaw,Choc- 

tempt  to  force  our  views  on  someone  whether  the  Feb.  24  statement  was  a  more  churches  reports  starting  a  new  thwest,  Ervin  Brown;  Greene,  ttdrace  taw,  (iopiah.  Northwest,  George, 

else  We  couldn’t  if  we  would  and  we  major  topic  at  that  gathering  of  some  Sunday  School  as  the  result  of  a  Glass;  Lamar,  Douglas  Benedict;  Jackson,  Jasper,  Lauderdale, 

wouldn'tif  we  could.  We  believe  in  the  two  dozen  people.  Backyard  Bible  CTub  or  a  Mission  Lebanon,  Joel  Ray;  Bfarion,  George  Lawrence,  Lebanon,  Lee,  Newton, 

total  freedom  of  all  5  billion  people  on  “Yes,  we  did  have  a  meeting,  but  VBS.  Lee;  Oktibbeha,  J.  C.  Mitchell;  War-  Pearl  River,  and  Smith, 

earth  in  matters  of  religion  and  faith,  this  (the  statement)  was  not  a  major  The  1987  Awards  will  be  presented  ren,  Howard  Smith;  Washington,  Ri^  Associations  reporting,  churches 

I  will  fight  with  all  of  my  body,  soul,  reason  for  that  meeting.  This  (the  during  the  1968  State  VBS  IVaining  Raddin;  and  Wayne,  l^mn  Mackey,  receiving  VBS  Link-up:  Chidmsaw, 

mind  and  spirit  any  attempt  to  impose  statement)  is  something  that  has  been  CHinics.  ’These  clinics  will  be  con-  Northwest,  Greene,  Gulf  Coast, 

any  religious  view  on  anybody,  on  my  heart  for  some  time,”  Rogers  ducted  in  five  locations  throughout  Associations  that  have  reported  a  Itawamba,  Jasper,  Leake,  Lee,  Mont- 
Period/^  i'.M.  said.  ‘That>wasa  quasi-feUowsWp  Mississippi,  March  21-25.  The  Aasoda-  .1^  Sun^jr_School,8tartb^iy.qf  Scott,  and  Wayne. 


A  conservative  Southern 


East  Howard  gets  check 


Chaplain  Ed  Holmes,  left,  presents  a  check  for  $2,208.10  to  Richard  Colwell,  pastor 
of  East  Howard  Church,  Biloxi.  The  check  was  a  grant  for  building  repairs  and  was 
provided  by  the  Church  Building  and  Pastoral  Aid  Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  from  fur>ds  received  through  the  Margaret  Lackey  St^e  Missions 
Offering.  Holmes  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  ^pard  represen¬ 
ting  Harrison  County  in  the  Gulf  Coast  Association. 


In  Baptist  heritage 
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Ordination”  topic 
of  annual  meeting 


By  Shellyn  G.  Poole 


NASHVILX£,  l^nn.  —  People  on 
both  sides  of  the  controversy  within 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  are 
quoting  Baptist  heritage  in  defense  of 
their  positions. 

One  issue  that  has  been  at  the 
center  of  differing  interpretations  of 
Baptist  history  and  biblical  inter- 
pr^tion  has  b^  the  issue  of  wdina- 
tion.  In  Baptist  heritage  two  offices 
within  the  church  have  been  subject 
to  ordinatlbn:  deacon  and  pastor. 
More  recently  other  staff  members 
have  been  “ordained”  to  a  speciflc 
work. 

Differences  of  opinion  about  the 
qualiHcations  of  individuals  to  be  or¬ 
dained  range  from  age  .and  sex  to 
marital  status. 


Baptist  affirmation 


(FoQowing  is  the  statement  released 
by  Rogers,  Draper,  and  Smith.  Story 
is  on  page  4.)  . 


pastor,  St.  John's  United  Methodist 
Church,  Waco,  Texas;  W.  C.  Fields, 
retired  vice  president  for  public  rela¬ 
tions,  Executive  Committee  of  the 
SBC,  Nashville;  G.  Thomas  Hal- 
brooks,  professor  of  church  history. 
Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.;  Dorothy  Kelley  Patterson, 
homemaker,  Dallas;  Penrose  St. 
Amant,  retired  president  of  Baptist 
Seminary,  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland, 
and  professor  of  church  history,  living 
in  Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss.;  Bill  Stancil, 
design  editor  oi  the  products  develop¬ 
ment  section.  Church  Administration 
Department,  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  Nashville;  and  G.  Hugh  Wam¬ 
ble,  professor  of  church  history, 
Mi(hrastem  Seminary,  Kansas  City, 


Part  I 

One  unfortunate  aspect  ol  con¬ 
troversy  is  the  inadvertent 
misunderstanding  that  frequently 
develops  in  the  vortex  of  discussion. 
The  brief  statement  of  affirmations, 
prayerful  desires,  and  goals  which 
follows  is  an  attempt  to  clarify  the 
position  of  the  past  four  presidents  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
While  we  recognize  that  we  cannot 
speak  for  others,  much  consultation 
leads  us  to  believe  that  this  statement 
is  representative  of  the  heart-beat  of 
mc^st  conservative  Southern  Baptists. 
While  the  statement  is  neither 
definitive  nw  exhaustive,  our  prayer 
to  God  is  that  it  will  serve  to  clarify 
to  the  minds  (rf  all  Southern  Baptists 
that  which  we  have  been  attempting 
to  say  over  the  last  ten  years.  As 
leaders  elected  by  Southern  Baptists, 
we  sincerely  feel  that  we  should  not 
and  could  not  appoint  anyone  to  posi¬ 
tions  of  leader^p  who  does  not  em¬ 
brace  the  essentials  outlined  herein. 
We  wish  also  to  express  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms  our  unabated 
love  for  and  devotion  to  our  beloved 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  of 
cooperating  Christians  laboring 
together  to  present  the  Gospel  to 
every  soul  until  Christ  returns.  God 
bless  you  every  one 

I.  Affirmations 


2.  We  agree  with  and  affirm  Article 
One  “The  Scriptures”  as  interpreted 
by  Dr.  Herschel  Hobb’s  testimony 
b^ore  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  meetings  in  Houston  (1979)  and 
in  Los  Angeles  (1981),  respectively,  as 
meaning  the  inerrancy  of  the  original 
autographs.  We  understand  (with  Dr. 
Hobbs)  the  Scripture  as  having  “(Jod 
for  its  author,  salvation  for  its  end,  and 
truth,  without  any  mixture  of  error, 
for  its  matter”  as  being  a  synonymous 
phrase  for  inerrancy.'  We  further  af¬ 
firm  the  Glorieta  Statement  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  seminary  presidents 
that  the  Bible  “is  not  errant  in  any 
area  of  reality.”  Finally,  we  affum  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's  over¬ 
whelmingly  adopted  report  of  the 
Peace  Committee  including  the 
delineation  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
our  confidence  in  the  accuracy  and 
authority  of  the  Bible 


3.  We  affirm  evangelism  as  the  at¬ 
tempt  in  every  way  possible  to  present 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  everyone 
in  the  world.  It  is  the  responsibility  of 
every  (Christian  and  every  church  to 
obey  the  Great  Commission  and  to 
seek  “to  extend  the  gospel  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth.” 


1.  We  affirm  the  Baptist  ri^t  to  set 
parameters  for  the  institutions  and 
agencies  which  are  supported  by  Bap¬ 
tists  and  agree  with  The  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  as  adopted  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's  session 
in  Kansas  City  in  1963.  We  are  in 
agreement  with  the  confession^  state¬ 
ment  that  it  contains  a  “consensus”  of 
beliefe  among  Southern  Baptists  and 
is  a  statement  of  “those  articles  of  the 
Christian  faith  which  are  most  sure¬ 
ly  held  among  us.”*  We,  therefore,  af- 
flrm  doctrinal  unity  in  functional 
diversity. 


4.  We  affirm  the  cooperative 
method  of  world  missions  is  biblical¬ 
ly  based.  Churches  acting  in  coopera¬ 
tion  and  in  concert  can  do  some  things 
better  together  than  separately  and 
akme  One  of  the  things  which  can  be 
done  more  efficiently  in  a  cooperative 
way  is  the  training,  equipping,  and 
supporting  of  missionaries  for  the 
worldwide  missionary  enterprise 

5.  We  affirm  the  autonomy  of  the 
local  church  as  expressed  in  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message,  and  we 
believe  that  all  Southern  Baptist 
denominational  organization  is 
lateral,  not  vertical,  in  nature.  Thus, 
Southern  Baptist  organizations,  at 
whatever  level,  are  groups  of  volun¬ 
tarily  cooperating  local  churches; 
and  nothing  should  be  done  to  com¬ 
promise  the  autonomy  of  the  local 
congregation. 

6.  We  affirm  the  separation  of  the 


institution  of  the  church  and  the  in¬ 
stitution  of  the  state.  We  believe, 
however,  in  the  inseparability  of 
religious  convictions  and  political 
issues  such  as  abortion,  gambling, 
and  pornography.  The  Baptist  belief 
in  separation  of  church  and  state  does 
not  absolve  the  individual  Christian 
from  the  obligation  to  “oppose,  in  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  every  form  of  greed 
selfishness,  and  vice”  and  to  “work  to 
provide  for  the  orphaned,  the  needy, 
the  aged,  the  helpless,  and  the  sick.” 

7.  We  believe  in  the  institutions  and 
agencies  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  as  they  understand  and  com¬ 
ply  with  the  beliefs  enunciated  above 
and  as  they  respect  local  church 
autonomy. 

8.  we  believe  in  the  priesthood  of 
every  true  believer,  the  amipeteiKy  of 
each  individual  to  know  and  ex¬ 
perience  God  for  himself,  and  the  ab¬ 
solute  freedom  of  religion  for  all  peo¬ 
ple  We  recognize  no  official  distinc¬ 
tion  between  laity  and  clergy  while  at 
the  same  time  recognizing  the  distinc¬ 
tive  call  of  God  to  the  ministry. 

9.  we  affirm  that  this  cherished 
belief  in  the  priesthood  of  the  believer 
guarantees  access  of  all  men  to  God 
through  the  blood  of  Christ  ap¬ 
propriated  by  faith.  We  further  affurm 
that  the  same  doctrine  underscores 
the  Christian's  responsibilities  in  in¬ 
tercessory  prayer  and  witnessing.  We 
also  affirm  ^t  to  interpret  this 
precious  doctrine  as  license  to  believe 
anything  and  still  be  considered  a 
Baptist  is  to  misconstrue  this  liberty 
alt^ether. 

10.  We  affimLthat  Jesus  Christ,  the 
virgin-bom  God-man,  is  the  center  of 
all  faith.  True  doctrine  centers  in 
Jesus  and  his  vicarious  substitu¬ 
tionary  death  on  the  cross  and  subse¬ 
quent  resurrection  from  the  dead. 
There  is  no  salvation  outside  of  faith 
in  Christ. 

(lb  be  continued  next  week) 


■Bennett,  Harold  C.  “Godb  Timeless 
Message.”  Godk  Awesome  Challenge. 
.^Nashville:  Broadman  Press,  1980),  p 
35 


These  differences  of  opinion  have  Ma 
been  addressed  on  every  level,  from  Tbpics  to  be  addressed  include 
the  local  church  to  the  ^C  and  its  “Sources  of  Baptist  Views  on  Ordina- 
agencies.  tion,*^  Meaning  and  Significance 

Members  oi  the  Southern  Baptist  of  cirdination  Among  Southern  Bap- 
Historical  Society  and  the  Historical  tista,  1845-1945,”  “Divergent  Views  and 
Conunission,  SBC,  will  address  “Or-  Practices  of  Ordination  Among 
dination  in  Baptist  Heritage”  at  their  Southern  Baptists  Since  1945,”  and 
annual  meeting  here  on  April  25-27.  “Ordination  of  Women  Among 
Conference  leaders  include  Lee  N.  Southern  Baptists;  A  Panel.” 

Allen,  dean  of  Howard  Cdlege  of  Arts  Fbr  registratipn  information,  jJease 

and  Sciences,  Samford  University,  contact  the  Historical  Commission, 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  current  presi-  SBC,  901  Commerce  St.,  Suite  400, 
dent  of  the  society;  Jann  Aldredge  Nashville,  TN  37203,  (615)  244-0344. 
Clanton,  a  Southern  Baptist  church  Shellyn  Poole  writes  for  the 
member  serving  as  the  associate  Htotoiical  Commission. 


State  presidents  call  for  prayer  day 


(Ckmtinued  from  page  3) 
take  the  lead  in  “getting  beh?hd  con¬ 
sensus  candidates  for  president  and 
vice  presidents'  of  the  14.7-million- 
member  SBC. 

Although  no  vote  was  taken,  most  of 
the  presidents  expressed  reservations 
about  becoming  involved  in  Picker¬ 
ing’s  proposal  to  support  a  consensus 
candidate.  They  did,  however,  without 
opposing  vote,  adopt  the  four-part 
statement  calling  the  convention  to 
prayer. 

In  their  statement,  the  presidents 
voted  to  ‘^encourage  every  Southern 
Baptist  to  give  priority  to  the  pro¬ 
clamation  of  the  Lordship  of  Jesus 
dirist . . .  (and  to)  encourage  and 
promote  a  spirit  of  peace  on  all  levels 
(rf  the  SBC.” 

The  statement  also  calls  on  every 
,  church  ill  the  convention  “to  declare 
the  flrst  Sunday  in  June,  1988  (June  5) 


as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  San  Antonio 
meeting.”  The  1968  annual  meeting  of 
the  SBC  wiU  be  in  the  Henry  Gonzales 
Convention  Center  Jyne  14-16. 

The  statement  also  says  that  on 
Monday,  June  13,  at  K)  p.m.,  “the  Con¬ 
ference  of  State  Presidents  will  host 
a  prayer  meeting  in  the  spiritual  pur¬ 
suit  of  unity  and  of  the  Lord's 
guidance  during  the  convention.’^ 
""'Hie  site  will  be  announced  later. 

Pickering,  former  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  president.  noM  that 
in  December  of  1967,  and  a  founder  of 
the  presidents’  group  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  Peace  Committee 
said,  “I  began  to  read  reports  of 
mc^ngs  by  the  various  groups  in  our 
convention.  It  began  to  look  like  San 
Antonio  could  be  Dallas  all  over 
again.”  Dallas  was  the  site  of  the  1985 
annual  meeting  and  drew  the  largest 
cuunber  'a<>  >  mesiengars  ever 


registered  for  an  annual  meeting. 

A  consensus  candidate  “must  be  a 
person  who  by  the  nature  of  their  per¬ 
sonality  and  their  previous 
background  can  command  the 
respect  of  all  of  us  and  in  the  process 
unite  us  in  the  cause  of  Christ.” 
Pickering  said. 

Jim  Futral,  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  said 
that  while  he  hoped  the  presidents  had 
“heard  his  iPidiering's)  heartbeat.” 
he  sensed  the  consensus  of  the  group 
was  opposed  to  supporting  a  consen¬ 
sus  candidate. 

“While  we  will  not  come  out  of  this 
meeting  with  a  consensus  can^date, 
I  do  think  we  can  do  something  to  stop 
,  some  of  the  polarization.  Perhaps  we 
can  call  our  convention  to  prayer.” 

After  the  discussion,  the  presidents 
adopted  the  four-point  statement 
drafted  by  West  Virginia’s  Soaitafi 
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Americails  want  president 
to  have  relifiious  beliefs 


Hel^PilTlieOfferii 


'  By  Kathy  Palen 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  An  over-  religion,  10  percent.for  a  Jew  and  13 
whelming  majority  of  Americans  percent  for  either  a  ‘bom-again”  Bap- 
think  the  nation’s  president  should  tist  or  a  Greek  Orthodox, 
have  strong  religious  beliefs,  accor-  Comparing  the  new  poll  to  one 
ding  to  a  new  public  opinion  poll.  gathered  in  1958,  the  only  increased 

Although  70  percent  agree  with  that  hostility  was  record^  towafQ  Baptist 
position  and  62  percent  would  be  un-  candidates.  The  three  percent  who  in 
willing  to  vote  for  an  alheist  for  presi-  1958  said  they  would  not  vote  for  a 
dent^more  than  half  of  the  public  do  Baptist  has  increased  to  13-percent, 
not  necessarily  want  candidates  for  Most  Americans  expect  candidates 
public  office  to  talk  about  their  to  display  traditional  moral  values. 
religio(£  values.  Of  those  surveyed,  34  Sixty-five  percent  would  be  unwilling 
percent  thftik  candidates  who  do  so  to  vote  for  a  homosexual,  and  43  per- 
are  hypocrites,  and  22  percent  are  not  cent  would  be  unwilling  to  vote  for  a 
sure.  married  candidate  who  “has  been 

having  other  love  affairs.” 

The  Williamsburg  Oiarter  Survey  The  survey  was  conducted  for  the 
on  Religion  and  Public  Life  also  Williamsburg  Charter  Foundation,  a 
revealed  most  Americans  are  willing  private,  non-partisan,  non- 
to  vote  for  presidential  candidates  of  denominaticMial  organization  concern- 
different  faiths  that  are  part  of  the  ed  with  the  place  of  religion  in  public 
Judeo-CJiristian  heritage.  Only  eight  life. 

percent  would  refuse  to  vote  for  a  Kathy  Palen  wriites  for  the  BP 
Catholic  simply  on  the  basis  of  Washington  bureau. 


By  Marv  Knox 

NASHVILLE  (BP) —The Southern  to  the  SBC  annual  meeting  this 
Baptist  Convention  Executive  Com-  summer. 

mittee  has  declined  to  act  on  a  pro-  But  opponents  of  that  measure  said 
posal  that  would  dissolve  SBC  institu-  the  PAC  and  BJC  had  not  had  time  to 
tional  and  financial  ties  to  the  resolve  their  situation.  They  cited  the 
Washington-based  Baptist  Joint  Com-  work  of  the  two  study  committees  and 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs.  noted,  for  example,  that  the  funding 

The  Executive  Committee  also  issue  had  been  resolved  only  hours 
recommended  the  SBC  reduce  its  an-  earlier. 

nual  contribution  to  the  Baptist  Joint  The  Executive  'Committee  also 
Committee  budget  by  $48,400.  But  it  discussed  potential  changes  in  the 
allocated  budget  increases  to  two  SBC  policy  regulating  exhibihirs  at  the 
entities  that  are  stepping  up  their  SBC  annual  meeting.  Acceding  to  the 
Washington  profiles.  regulations,  an  entity  such  as  the  BJC 

The  dissolution/funding  issue  came  that  is  not  exclusively  Southern  Bap- 
to  a  head  last  fall,  when  the  SBC  tist  cannot  be  an  exhibitor  unless  the 
Public  Affairs  Committee,  a  standing  exclusively  SBC  entity  that  performs 
committee  of  the  convention  that  the  same  type  of  work  ratifies  the  ex- 
relates  to  the  BJC,  voted  8-4  to  seek  hibit  request, 
the  split.  The  PAC  also  requested  Previously,  the  BJC  has  exhibited 
$485Ji00  to  fund  itself  as  the  SBC  agen-  under  the  auspices  of  the  PAC.  Until 
cy  “to  deal  with  First  Amendment  and  this  year,  PAC  approval  has  not  been 
religious  liberty  issues.”  Both  a  question,  since  the  PAC  had  only 
measures  require  Executive  Commit-  functioned  as  the  SBC  contingent  to 
tee  af^iroval  to  be  [x^sented  to  the  full  the  BJC.  However,  the  newly  revised 
convention.  PAC  has  been  more  autonomous  and 

When  the  Executive  Committee  to  date  has  not  approved  the  BJC’s  ex- 
met  Feb.  22-24  in  Nashville,  the  fun-  bibit  request, 
ding  issue  surfaced  first.  The  commit-  The  BJC  did  not  fare  so  well  in 
tee  approved  a  four-part  recommen-  budget  considerations.  The  Executive 
dation  that  noted;  Committee  voted  to  recommend  the 

—  The  fact-finding  committee’s  SBC  reduce  its  annual  contribution  to 
report  did  not  call  for,  nor  prohibit,  a  the  BJC  budget  from  the  current 
change  in  the  funding  procedure  $448,400  to  $400,000  for  the  1988-89 
through  which  SBC  funds  are  sent  fiscal  year. 

directly  to  the  BJC.  The  change  represents  a  10.79  per- 

—  The  PAC,  as  an  SBC  standing  cent  reduction.  The  decision  was  part 

committee,  should  request  its  own  of  theExecutiveCommittee’srecom- 
funds  by  follow  ing  the  standard  three-  mendation  fpr  allocations  of  the 
part  procedure  that  applies  to  ail  SBC  1988-89  SBC  Cooperative  Program 
entities.  unified  budget.  The  Cooperative  Pro- 

—  The  SBC  treasurer  should  con-  gram  funds  a  variety  of  SBC  mis- 

tinue  to  send  the  BJC’s  funds  direct-  sionary,  evangelistic  and  educational  study  textbook 
ly  to  that  agency  during  the  1987-88  ministries  worldwide.  priesthood  of  beli 

fiscal  year.  The  PAC,  which  previously  was 
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Church  extension  leaders  project 
20,000  new  congregations  by  1999 


By  Joe  Westbury 

HONOLULU  (BP)  —  Southern  Bap-  Bunch,  director  of  the  Southern  Bap-  missions  to  that  figure  for  a  total  of 
tists’  goal  to  have  50,(XX)  churches  and  tist  Home  Mission  Board’s  church  ex-  40,377  churches  and  missions, 
church-type  missions  by  A.D.  2000  tension  division.  Bunch  said  he  is  confident  the 

moved  a  step  closer  to  reality  when  Allowing  for  20  percent  attrition  for  denomination’s  goals  can  be  reached, 
state  leaders  announced  projections  new  church-type  missions  and  the  loss  Research  indicates  about  80  percent 
for  starting  nearly  20,000  new  con-  of  about  220  churches,  each  year,  the  of  the  new  church-type  missions  sur- 
gregations  during  the  next  12  years,  net  total  would  be  slightly  more  than  vive  and  become  churches.  The  59,741 
If  the  projections  remain  on  target,  the  50,000  goal.  Bunch  said.  figure  does  not  include  increases  from 

Southern  Baptists  could  have  59,741  Southern  Baptists  reported  37,286  a  few  state  conventions  which  have 
churches  and  church-type  missions  by  churches  during  1987.  The  state  direc-  not  compiled  projections, 
the  turn  of  the  century,  said  David  tors  added  another  3,091  church-type  Joe  Westbury  writes  for  the  HMB. 
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WMU 

starts 

second 

century 

By  D’Lesa  Carroll 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  Woman's  Mis¬ 
sionary  Uni(Hi  will  launch  its  second 
century  during  its  100th  annual 
meeting  here  June  12-13. 

“A  Future  to  Fulfill”  will  be  the 
theme  of  the  meeting,  which  will 
come  on  the  heels  of  WMU’s  Centen¬ 
nial  Celebration,  celebrated  May  13-14 
in  its  founding  city,  Richmond,  Va. 

The  first  session  will  begin  at  2  p.m. 
Sunday,  June  12,  in  Henry  Gonzales 
(invention  Center  The  final  session 
wdll  begin  at  7  p.m.,  Monday,  June  13. 

A  30-minute  centenniardocumen- 
tary  tracing  the  roots  of  WMU  will 
premiere  at  the  Sunday  evening 
session. 

Foreign  missionary  Jewell  Waldron, 
who  works  in  Ethiopia,  will  be  one  of 
several  featured  speakers.  Her  hus¬ 
band,  IVoy  Waldnm,  was  killed  last 
August  in  a  helicopter  crash  in  Addis 
Ababa. 

Mildred  McWhorter,  who  is  widely 
known  for  her  Baptist  center  work  in 
inner-  city  Houston,  will  bring  a 
presentation. 

Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  speakers  will  be  Esther  Bur¬ 
roughs,  national  evangelism  consul¬ 
tant  with  women,  and  Wendell  Belew, 
associate  vice  president  for  missions 
strategy  interpretation.  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  speakers  will  be  William 
O’Brien,  executive  vice  president,  and 
Lewis  I.  Myers,  <^oq;)erative  Services 
International  vice  president. 

Carolyn  Weatherford,  national 
WMU  executive  director,  and  Mar¬ 
jorie  McCullough,  national  WMU 
president,  will  iMing  addresses. 

Daily  program  events  will  include 
Bible  studies,  general  sessions, 
features  presented  by  home  and 
foreign  missionaries,  and  meal 
events. 

A  Korean  womens  choir,  a  Hispanic 
children’5  choir,  and  an  agape  choir 
will  present  special  music. 

The  entire  Monday  afternoon  ses¬ 
sion  will  be  presented  in  Spanish  and 
will  be  translated  into  English. 

Closing  the  100th  meeting  will  be  a 
commitment  service,  held  on  the  San 
Antonio  Riverwalk. 

All  other  annual  meeting  events  wUl 
be  held  in  the  theater  in  the  conven¬ 
tion  center. 

Scheduled  meal  events  held  during 
the  WMU  meeting  will  include  a 
“prayer  box”  supper,  a  Baptist  Nurs¬ 
ing  Fellowship  dessert  party,  and  a 
“Hermpnasphere”  ethnic  luncheon. 
These  meal  functions  will  be  held  at 
the  Hilton  PaJacio  Del  Rio.  For  infor¬ 
mation  on  how  to  order  meal  tickets, 
conUct  the  WMU  at  (205)  991-4985. 


SBC  sfln  nniorao 


Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC 


Annual  Meeting  ' 

June  12-13,  1988 

Henry  Gonzales  Convention  Center 
Theater,  San  Antonio,  Texas 

THEME:  “A  Future  to  Fulfill” 

Sunday  Afternoon,  June  12,  1988 

1:50  -Pre-session  Music:  LethaOouch,  organist,  San  Antonio,  Ttexas;  Ruth 
M.  Wood,  pianist,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

2:00  —  Invocation:  “Let  Us  Come  Near  to  God,”  Camille  Simmons,  musi¬ 
cian,  Auburn  Hills,  Mich. 

—  Theme  Interpfttation:  A  Future  to  Fulfill 
—  Call  to  Order:  Marjorie  McCullough,  national  WMU  president,  Alex¬ 
andria,  La.  , 

—  Hymns:  “I  Know  that  My  Redeemer  Liveth,”  “We’ve  a  Story  to  Tell” 
—  Procession  of  Flags  “ '  ^ 

—  Bible  Study:  Christ  Opened  for  Us  a  New  Way 
—  Hymn:  “Jesus  Loves  Me” 

—  Address:  Watching  Children  Grow,  C.  Sybil  Waldrop,  manager, 
preschool  foundation  curriculum  section.  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  Nashville 
—  Special  Music:  Hispanic  Children’s  C^hoir 
—  Feature:  Non-traditional  Approaches  to  Missions,  Lewis  I.  Myers 
Jr,  Co(^rative  Services  International,  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  Richmond,  Va. 

—  Hymn:  “Thou,  Whose  Almighty  Word” 

—  A  Year  to  Celebrate:  Executive  Board  Report  Part  I,  Carolyn 
Weatherford,  WMU  executive  director,  Birmingham,  Ala. 

—  Message:  The  Dark’k  A-Creepin’,  M.  Wendell  Belew,  associate  vice 
president  for  missions  strategy  interpretation.  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  Atlanta 

—  Dedication:  “Awake  Us  to  the  Challenge  of  This  Hour,”  Camille 
Simmons 

5:00  —  Prayer  Box  Supper 

Sunday  Evening,  June  12 

6:50  —  Pre-session  Music:  Letha  Crouch,  organist;  Ru^  M.  Wood,  pianist 

7:00  —  Invocation:  “Let  Us  (3ome  Near  to  God,”  Camille  Simmons 
—  Theme  Interpretation:  A  Future  to  Fulfill 

—  Hymn:  “We  Thank  Thee  That  Thy  Mandate” 

—  Prayer 

—  Premier  Production:  “Go  Forward:  The  WMU  Story” 

—  Feature:  Youth  in  Tjday’s  World  —  How  Acteens  Activators  Did  It 
—  Specia*  Music:  Agape  Singers,  San  Arftonio 

—  A  Year  to  Celebrate:  Executive  Board  Report  Part  II,  Recognition 
of  Acteens  Panelists,  Carolyn  Weatherfoid 
—  Address:  Master,  wben  Saw  We  Thee  Hungry?  Robert  M.  Parham. 

Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission.  Nashville 
—  Hymn:  “Where  Cross  the  Crowded  Ways  of  Life” 

—  Message:  Confront  Us  with  the  Needs  of  Our  Generation,  Mildred 
McWhorter,  (Christian  social  ministries  missionary.  Home  Mission 

Board,  Houston 

—  Dedicatim:  “Awake  Us  to  the  Challenge  of  This  Hour.”  Camille 

Simmons 

9:00  —  Baptist  NpmingJCellowship  Dessert  Party 

Monday  Morning,  June  13 

9:20  —  Pre-session  Music:  Letha  Crouch,  organist;  Ruth  M.  Wood,  pianist 

9:30  —  Invocation:  “Let  Us  (?ome  Near  to  God,”  Camille  Simmons 
—  Theme  Interpretation:  A  Future  to  Fulfill 


—  Hymns:  “O  Zion,  Haste,”  “All  That  Thrills  My  Soul” 

—  Prayer 

—  Bible  Study:  By  a  New  and  Living  Way 
—  Hymn:  “Glorious  is  Thy  Name” 

—  Feature:  Baptist  Young  Women  Involved  in  Missions,  Marsha 
Spradlin,  national  WMU  Baptist  Young  Women  consultant, 
Birmingham 

—  Feature:  Missions  Interview  with  the  Dickerman  family,  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Macao 

—  Hymn:  “God,  Our  Author  and  Creator” 

—  A  Year  to  Celebrate:  Executive  Board  Report  Part  III,  Carolyn 
Nveatherford 

—  Recognition  of  Local  Committee 
—  Business 

—  Hymn:  “Lord,  Lay  Some  Soul  Upon  My  Heart” 

—  Address:  We  Have  a  New  Day  Before  Us,  Esther  Burroughs,  national 
evangelism  consultant  with  women.  Home  Mission  Board 
—  Dedication:  “Awake  Us  to  the  Challenge  of  This  Hour,”  Camille 
Simmons 

12:00  —  Hermanasphere  Ethnic  Luncheon 

Monday  Afternoon,  June  13 

1:50  —  Pre-session  Music:  Letha  Crouch,  organist;  Ruth  M.  Wood,  pianist 
2:00  —  Invocation:  “Let  Us  Come  Near  to  God,”  (Camille  Simmons 
—  Theme  Interpretation:  A  Future  to  Fulfill 
—  Hymn:  “God  of  Grace  and  God  of  Glory” 

—  Prayer 

—  Bible  Study:  Let  Us  Encourage  One  Another 
—  Hymn:  “In  Christ  There  Is  No  Elast  or  West” 

—  Testimonies:  New  Ways  for  Baptist  Women,  Margaret  Sledge,  Ar¬ 
cadia,  La.;  New  Directions  fw  iWiching  Missions,  Marjorie  Grober, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  - 

—  Special  Music:  Korean  Women’s  Choir 
—  President’s  Message:  Marjorie  J.  McCullough 
—  A  Year  to  Celebrate:  Executive  Board  Report  Part  IV,  Chrolyn 
Weatherford 

—  Hymn:  “Blest  Be  the  Tie” 

—  Dialogue:  Baptist  Women  of  the  World,  Edna  Lee  de  Guiterrez, 
Women’s  department  president.  Baptist  World  Alliance,  Mexico  Ci¬ 
ty;  Olivia  S.D.  de  Lerin,  treasurer.  Baptist  Women’s  Union  of  Latin 
America,  El  Paso,  Texas 

—  Dedication:  “Awake  Us  to  the  Challenge  of  This  Hour,”  (hmille 
Simmons 

Monday  Evening,  June  13 

6:50  —  Pre-session  Music:  Letha  Crouch,  organist,  Ruth  M.  Wood,  pianist 
7:00  —  Invocation:  “Let  Us  Come  Near  to  Ckxl,”. Camille  Simmons 
—  Theme  Interpretation :  A  Future  to  Fulfill 
—  Hymn:  “O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past” 

—  Prayer 

—  Bible  Study:  Hold  Firmly  to  the  Hope  We  Profess 
—  Hymn:  “Hope  of  the  World” 

—  Missionaries  Speak:  A  Church  for  Everyone,  Winford  B.  Oakes, 
church  planter.  Home  Mission  Board,  Dallas;  Faith  for  the  Future, 
Jewell  Waldron,  foreign  missionary,  Ethiopia 
—  Hymn:  “Have  Faith  in  God” 

—  A  Year  to  (hlebrate:  Executive  Board  Report  Part  V,  Carolyn 
Weatherford 

—  Recognition  of  Missionaries 

—  Special  Music:  Macedonia  Bapfist  Church  Choir,  San  Antonio 
—  Address:  Looking  Taward  the  21st  Century,  William  O’Brien,  ex- 

Srutive  vice  president.  Foreign  Mission  Brard 
yinn:  ‘Anniversary  Hymn” 

—  Recession  of  Flags  . . .  Into  the  Future 
—  Finale  on  the  San  Antonio  River 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


About  100  persons  participated  in 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious 
Education  Association  meeting  in> 
Biloxi  where  they  heard  an  affirma¬ 
tion  of  the  church  by  their  banquet 
speaker,  and  held  special  interest 
conferences. 

The  meeting  featured  a  banquet 
with  Roger  Freeman,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  as  speaker.  He 
was  preceded  with  a  musical  and 
dramatic  presentation  by  Gloria  Ray 
Crittenden  of  Clinton. 

Freeman-told  of  growing  up  during 
the  questioning  60s  where  he  saw 
bumper  stickers  that  said  “Jesus,  yes 
—  Church,  no.”  His  turning  point  for 
staying  willi  the  church  was  a  sermon 
he  heard  at  Belmont  College  in 
Nashville  entitled,  “Thank  God  for  the 
church.” 

He  didn’t  remember  the  speaker’s 
name,  just  the  theme.  'The  text  was 
Ephesians  5:25,  where  it  says  that 
Jesus  loved  the  church  and  gave 
himself  for  it.  . 

Freeman  said  that  the  ministers 
present  —  primarily  ministers  of 
education,  youth,  preschool  and 
children,  would  have  someone  in  the 
church  not  like  them  “the  minute  you 
take  on  that  role  of  minister.”  But  that 
is  the  case  in  any  church. 

On  the  other  hand.  Freeman  said, 
the  church  has  the  greatest  people  in 
the  world  in  it.  He  recalled  Mr. 
Nelson,  his  Training  Union  teacher 


who  pulled  him  aside  one  day  and  told 
him,  “I’m  expecting  to  hear  great 
things  from  you.” 

Freeman,  who  said  he  was  the 
worst  kid  in  church,  took  the  man 
seriously  and  from  that  time  on,  “I 
consciously  made  an  effort  to  the  kind 
of  young  man  I  was  supposed  to  be” 

Macklyn  Hubbell,  professor  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  talked  in  a  small 
group  conference  on  system 
breakdowns.  He  compared  family 
system  breakdowns  to  those  in  a 
church  setting.  He  said  that  blood  is 
thicker  than  water.  One  knows  that 
when  a  mama  rushes  to  get  that  last 
piece  of  meat  for  her  child  in  the 
fellowship  supper. 

‘There’s  a  lack  of  survival  instinct,” 
too,  said  Hubbell.  When  there’s  trou¬ 
ble  at  home,  he  said,  a  parent  doesn’t 
just  say  “WeU,  I  believe  I’ll  get  me  two 
more  kids.”  No,  the  parent  is  stuck 
with  the  ones  he  or  she  has  and  must 
work  with  them.  In  a  church,  it’s 
easier  to  just  leave  the  situation  than 
work  with  it.  “There  is  no  problem 
where  only  one  member  is  100  percent 
of  the  problem,”  Hubbell  said. 

When  a  minister  has  a  ixt)blem  with 
some  in  a  congregation,  the  solution 
could  be  closer  when  “you  just  love 
them  and  they  know  you  love  them 
and  are  investing  your  life  in  them 
and  they  know  you’re  not  going  to  run 
away.” 


Pictured  are  the  new  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Educaton  Associa¬ 
tion.  From  left  they  are  Tommy  Sparkman,  minister  of  education.  Parkway  Church, 
Jackson,  vice  president:  Don  Q.  Wilson,  associational  administration  cogwltant, 
MCBC,  president;  Bill  Crider,  minister  of  education  ar>d  administration.  First  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  preeident-eiect:  and  Mike  McCool,  minister  of  education,  Pinelake  Church, 


Brandon;  secretary-treasurer. 


Macklyn  Hubbell,  speaks  on  communication  system  breakdowns. 
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What  is  a  conservative? 

Editor: 

Two  Mormons  came  to  my  door. 
'They  told  me  that  they  weren’t 
members  of  a  cult.  “We  believe  in 
Jesus;  we’re  Christians  too,”  they 
said.  I  was  shocked! 

In  your  Feb.  18  editorial  I  read  that 
the  two  groups  (conservative/fun¬ 
damentalists  and  liberal/moderates) 
involved  in  current  SBC  struggles  are 
both  “conservative”  and  that  the  ac¬ 
tual  number  of  “liberals”  among 
Southern  Baptists  is  “infinitesimal.” 
I  was  shock^! 

Your  definitions  and  implied 
statistics  are  highly  suspect.  Nobody 
knows  how  many  liberals  are  in  our 
camp.  Tterms  become  individually 
defined  making  accurate  accounting 
impossible.  (One  man’s  trash 
becomes  another  man’s  treasure.) 
One  man’s  “liberal”  becomes  another 
man’s  “conservative.” 

As  for  me,  I  shall  not  label  anyone 
a  “conservative”  who  denies  the  dei- 
ty,  virgin  birth,  miracles,  substitu¬ 
tionary  atonement,  resurrection,  and 
second  coming  of  (Dhrist.  I  shall  not 


call  a  person  a  “conservative”  who 
denies  the  historicity  of  Genesis, 
biblical  inspiration,  inerrancy,  or 
authority,  salvation  through  Jesus 
alone,  and  the  personality  of  Adam 
and  Eve.  Southern  Baptist  seminary 
and  college  professors  who  deny  these 
tenets  produce  pastors  who  deny 
them. 

Shall  I  refer  to  libertarians,  antino- 
mians.  Pelagians,  semi-Pelagians, 
Arians,  the  neoorthodox,  and  others 
who  deny  historic  Baptist  theology  as 
conservative?  When  C.  H.  'Iby,  one  of 
our  first  seminary  professors,  denied 
them  during  the  early  days  of  our  con¬ 
vention,  the  faculty  and  trustees  of. 
Southern  Seminary  did  not  call  him 
“conservative.”  He  resigned  in 
disgrace  And  his  sweetheart,  Lottie 
Moon,  refused  to  marry  him  because 
of  his  views. 

Liberals  (or  contemporary  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Tby)  are  “conservative” 
when  black  is  white  cold  is  hot,  in  is 
out,  and  upside  down  is  rightside  up. 
The  struggles  are  not  between  “two 
groups  of  conservatives  and  varying 
ideologies.”  ’Ib  say  that  they  are  is  to 


perpetuate  the  smoke  screen,  keeping 
our  people  confused. 

M.  'Ibny  Ludlow,  pastor 
Hickory  Grove  Church 
Northw^t  Association 

No  one  has  yet  identified  the 
seminary  professors  who  do  not  . 
believe  the  tenets  you  have  identified. 
Until  the  errant  professors  are  iden¬ 
tified,  such  charges  implicate  all 
professors. 

I  spoke  with  a  Lottie  Moon 
biographer  concerning  the  mis¬ 
sionary's  relationship  with  Crawford 
Iby.  It  seems  there  is  no  positive 
evidence  that  she  broke  the  engage¬ 
ment  because  of  his  theological  views. 
There  is  positive  evidence,  ho(wever, 
that  she  felt  that  her  place  was  in 
China,  and  therefore  she  would  not  be 
able  to  marry  him. 

And  I  stili  think  that  99  percent  of 
Southern  Baptists  hold  to  the  tenets 
that  you  have  declared  are  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  conservatism.  —  Editor 

Thanks  for  editorial 

Eklitor: 

Your  editorial  on  “What  next. 
Southern  Baptists?”  in  The  Baptist 
Record  (February  18,  1968  issue)  is 
very  thought  provoking  and  puts  into 
a  clear  context  a  very  complicated 
issue. 

As  a  reader  I  thank  you.  , 

'V})ur  approach  to  labels  stimulated 
the  thought  the  two  groups  may  ac¬ 


curately  be  described  as  ultra  conser¬ 
vative  and  moderately  conservative 

Has  the  SBC  communications 
tribunal  considered  that  approach? 
Roy  Jennings 
Memphis 

Prayer  in  government 

.  Editor: 

It  disturbs  me  that  you  and  others 
like  you  seem  to  have  no  understand¬ 
ing  of  history  nor  of  the  intent  of  those 
who  framed  our  constitution.  Jesus 
served  up  his  most  scathing  remarks 
to  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  who  had 
made  the  law  their  (Jod.  They  were 
meticulous  in  observing  the  minutiae 
of  the  law,  yet  they  neglected  “justice 
and  n,ercy.” 

Your  a  ^jertions  regarding  prayer 
and  what  light  be  true  in  this  or  that 
case  may  have  some  validity  in  light 
of  the  way  law  is  interpret^  today. 
However,  what  was  practiced  by  the 
very  writers  of  the  constitution  and 
Americans  in  general  up  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  generation  is  being  ignored.  Man 
will  never  write  laws  sufficient  to 
cover  all  the  loopholes  that  other  men 
will  find  in  what  he  has  established. 
It  is  vain  to  try.  People  are  not  made 
to  live  in  Utah.  If  that  doesn’t  suit  their 
taste  they  can  move. 

The  Constitution  does  not  prevent  us 
from  practicing  our  faith  in  any  area 
of  life.  Indeed  the  government  is  pro¬ 
hibited  from  making  laws  in  that 


Gloria  Ray  Crittenden  dramatically  tells 
the  story  of  Simon,  who  left  the  church 
unchanged. 


Roger  Freeman,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
New  Orleans,  was  banquet  speaker. 


regard.  Prayer  has  been  common  at 
all  levels  of  government  since  the 
beginning  and  continues  to  be  so  na¬ 
tionwide  Even  monuments  to  oiir 
founding  fathers  in  Washington,  O.C. 
acclaim  the  Word  of  God  for  the  whole 
world  to  see,  and  these  are  supported 
by  our  government  daily. 

Prayer  nor  the  Word  of  God  will 
hurt  anyone  Tb  not  have  it  at  all  is  not 
better  than  to  have  it  though 
sometimes  diverse  The  Word  of  God 
and  prayer  will  rise  above  the  mean¬ 
ness  of  man. 

Bobt^  T.  Hood,  pastor 

Myrick  Church,  Laurel 

IVue  the  Constitutioa  does  not  keep 
us  from  practicing  our  faith  anywhere 
we  want  to  do  it;  and  it  does  tell  the 
government  that  it  cannot  tell  us  how 
to  practice  our  faith  or  when  to  prac¬ 
tice  our  faith,  just  as  you  have  noted. 
And  it  tells  us  that  we  don't  have  to 
help  pay  the  bills  for  someone  '.Ise  to 
practice  a  faith  that  we  do  not  uphold. 

In  his  press  conference  imm^iate- 
ly  following  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting,  Adrian  Rogers  said. 
“Anybody  who  says  we  favor  state- 
mandated  prayer  as  individuals  or  as 
a  group  is  either  ignorant  or 
dishonest.”  His  position  is  correct,  and 
that  is  what  the  discussion  on  prayer 
in  schools  is  all  about.  No  one  can  stop 
the  students  from  praying  whenever 
they  want  to.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
state  can\tell  them  that  they  have  to 
pray  or  when  to  do  U.  —  Editor 


V 


Tuesday  in  Canton 


Vegetable  plots  looked  like 
variegated  green  patchwork  quilts  — 
turnips,  cabbages,  lettuce,  beans, 
broccoli,  mustard  in  bloom  .... 
Orange  splashes  marked  the  acres  of 
kumquat  bushes.  “Every  family  has 
a  pot  of  kumquats  in  the  living  room,” 
said  our  guide,  Hong.  Hedges  of  lan- 
tana  reminded  me  of  my  grand¬ 
mother’s  garden. 

I  and  six  others,  plus  the  bus  driver 
and  the  guide,  had  left  in  early  morn¬ 
ing  from  Canton,  China,  to  visit  a 
small  farm  conunune,  the  Dei  Lee  All 
the  way,  these  green  fields  reminded 
me  of  late  spring  in  Mississippi. 
Canals  fringed  with  trees  bordered 
the  road.  Squealing  pigs  stacked  four 
crates  high  passed  us  in  a  truck.  And 
ahead  of  us,  we  could  see  two  pigs  on 
the  back  of  a  motorcycle  (in  crates, 
too,  of  course.)  * 

By  the  farm  gate  stood  a  dilapi¬ 
date  building,  a  star  engraved  in  its 
concrete  front.  “A  historic  place,” 
Hong  pointed  out  to  me  “Where  Com¬ 
munists  met  in  early  days.” 

Three  women  and  four  or  five 
children  bunched  together  beneath 
the  banyan  tree  in  front  of  a  farm 
house  door.  They  greeted  us  with 
warm,  though  timid,  smiles.  In  spite 
of  the  bright  sunshine,  the  day  was 
cool  enough  for  a  coat.  A  laughing  lit¬ 
tle  boy  in  his  many  layers  of  clothing 
looked  just  like  the  (Oinese  boy  in  my 
dog-eared  fourth  grade  geography 
book.  A  woman  who  had  been  picking 
turnip  greens  paused  by  the  pond  on 
her  way  home,  to  view  the  tourists. 
Another  woman  invited  us  into  her 
house,  on  the  end  of  a  long  row  of  join¬ 
ed  houses.  Vivid  reds  in  curtains,  pic¬ 
tures,  and  art  objects,  cheered  the 
small  (maybe  12  x  15)  room.  I  spied 
a  television  set.  In  the  adjoining  nook; 
I  guessed  that  the  yellow  tile  stove 
might  bum  charcoal. 

Baby  ducks  quacked  in  their  pens 


behind  the  farm  “store”  where  two 
more  women  were  selling  candy, 
cookies,  ginger  root,  chewing  gum, 
aspirin,  and  the  like. 

Since  agricultural  reform  in  1981, 
Hong  said,  farmers  are  able  to  choose 
to  work  for  themselves,  if  they  wish, 
rather  than  the  communes.  And  if 
they  can  afford  it,  they  can  choose  to 
buy  their  houses.  He  estimated  it 
would  cost  them  30  U.S.  dollars  per 
square  foot  to  build  a  house.  But  no 
one  can  buy  land  or  own  land,  for  all 
the  land  belongs  to  the  state  “If  the 
pdople  work  on  their  own  farms,  they 
have  to  pay  to  the  government  50  per¬ 
cent  of  what  they  make”  Hong  said. 
(This  50%,  he  added,  would  include 
rent  for  land  and  house.) 

Hong,  ambitious  and  affable 
24-year-old  native  of  (Canton,  said  that 
he  is  single  and  lives  in  an  apartment 
with  his  parents.  Though  China  now 
has  a  rule  that  each  family  must  have 
no  more  than  one  child,  Hong  has  two 
sisters.  His  father  is  a  bus  driver. 
Perhaps  that’s  why  Hong  became  in¬ 
terest^  in  the  tourism  business.  After 
primary  and  junior  and  upper  middle 
school,  he  studied  tourism  nights. 

( Schools  operate  six  days  a  week  and 
Students  and  teachers  alike  often 
return  voluntarily  to  school  iA  the 
evenings  to  study  and  for  tutoring.) 
Middle  school  grads  can  choose 
among  available  jobs,  but  won’t  be  ac¬ 
cepted  if  they  lack  training  for  a  given 
job. 

Interested  in  the  fact  that  I  was  a 
journalist,  Hong  kept  asking  me  ques¬ 
tions.  He  said  he  listens  to  the  Voice 
of  America  an  hour  each  morning. 
This  helps  reinforce  his  already  good 
knowledge  of  English.  “I  listen  to 
BBC,  too,  but  the  accent  is  strange  to 
me”  He  said  he  reads  China  Daily  and 
USA  Today. 

“Is  it  true  that  you  have  complete 
freedom  to  worship  or  not  worship,  as 
you  choose?”  I  asked. 

“Yes,”  he  answered.  “But  you  must 
understand  that  our  culture  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  the  United  States.” 
He  told  me  the  story  of  “the  two 
revolutions”  and  continued,  “Many  of 
you  in  the  United  States  think  that 


Russian  and  Chinese  Communism  arA 
alike,  but  they  are  not.” 

He  remarked  on  the  fact  that  our 
group  never  ordered  liquor.  But  every 
time  we  bowed  our  heads  to  ask  the 
blessing  before  meals,  he  quickly  left 
the  table.  It  appeared  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  seen  publicly  praying  with 
us. 

“Do  all  of  you  go  to  church?”  he  ask¬ 
ed  me  He  kept  steering  the  conversa¬ 
tion  toward  our  religious  beliefs. 

‘Yfes.  Do  you?” 

“No.  I  have  to  work  seven  days  a 
week.” 

Like  many  of  his  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen,  he  owns  no  car.  All  his  days 
from  early  to  late  are  spent  guiding 
tourists  for  Hyfco  Travel  (Gray  Line 
and  Memory  Tours.)  He  hopes  to 
study  in  a  university  and  major  in 
tourism.  Like  many  other  young  peo¬ 
ple  around  the  world,  he  has  dream¬ 
ed  of  studying  in  the  United  States.  I 
hope  his  dream  comes  true. 

Only  a  small  percentage  of  middle 
school  graduates,  I  have  read,  can  get 
into  a  college  or  university  in  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Republic. 

Hong’s  comments  about  my  job 
made  me  more  grateful  for  it.  “It 
must  be  wonderful  to  work  only  five 
days  a  week,  from  8  to  5,”  he  said. 
“And  to  have  three  weeks  of  vacation 
and  a  (Christmas  holiday!”  I  felt  about 
an  inch  high  for  ever  having  com¬ 
plained  about  anything. 

At  Canton’s  FYiendship  Store  I 
bought  crocheted  bears.  At  the  tea 
shop  next  door,  I  ordered  vanUla 
milkshake;  it  was  flavored  with 
almond. 

At  the  railroad  station  I  changed  my 
Yuans  back  to  Hong  Kong  dollars. 

Since  the  three-hour  train  ride  was 
at  night,  we  could  see  only  lights 
flashing  by,  mile  after  mile  of  tall 
apaiOment  buildings.  The  train  was 
neat  and  comfortable,  the  seats  of 
grey  fabric,  the  windows  covered  with 
short  white  lace  curtains.  Girls  in 
navy-colored  uniforms,  like  flight  at¬ 
tendants,  kept  walking  through,  sell' 
ing  soft  drinks  and  collecting  trash.  I 
*  closed  my  eyes  and  leaned  my  head 
against  the  soft  seat. 


Participants  in  the  DiscipteVbuth  workshop  democrats  the  acting  out  of  a  Bible 
verse. 

Materials  help  youths 
discoveT  truth  in  Bible 

By  Tim  Nicholas 


Once  when  Curt  Bradford  was  a 
youth  minister  his  pastor  came  to  him 
to  tell  him  some  of  the  young  people 
were  writing  notes  during  the  worship 
service.  “And  it’s  some  of  your  most 
dedicated  youths,  too,”  said  the  pastor. 

Bradford  told  him  that  the  youths 
weren’t  just  writing  notes,  they  were 
taking  notes  —  on  the  pastor’s  ser¬ 
mons.  These  were  students  taking  the 
youth  discipleship  course  which  — 
among  other  things  —  encourages 
note-taking  on  sermons. 

Bradford,  who  now  teaches  youth 
leaders  how  to  teach  the  youth 
discipleship  materials  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board,  said  he  couldn’t  prove 
it,  but  he  thinks  that  pastor’s  sermons 
got  better  knowing  that  people  were 
listening  closer. 

About  20  youth  leaders  gathered  at 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  near 
Kosciusko  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  to 
take  leader  training  for  DiscipkYouth, 
which  is  the  official  name  given  the 
course.  There  are  actually  two 
courses,  I  and  II,  basic  and  advanc¬ 
ed  discipleship. 

lb  go  thipugh  the  course  isn’t  re¬ 
quired  for  an  adult  to  be  able  to  lead 
such  a  course  in  his  or  her  church,  but 
the  workshop  for  $35  gives  about  $50 
worth  of  materials,  plus  the  ‘Tine  tun¬ 
ing  —  things  you  can’t  put  into  a 
workbook,”  says  Bradford. 

The  13-week  DiscipldVouth  course 
isn’t  for  everyone,  Bradford  says.  It’s 
for  those  willing  to  commit  time  and 
energy  in  learning  how  to  become  a 
disciple  of  (Jhrist.  The  materials  us¬ 


ed  are  like  “a  tool  box,”  says  Bradford, 
offering  “tools  to  live” 

The  style  of  DiscipleYouth  is  to 
“teach  them  something,  not  just  tell 
them,”  says  Bradford.  If  an  adult  tells 
a  young  person  to  go  out  witnessing, 
that’s  one  thing.  But  it’s  something 
else  when  that  youth  hears  another 
share  his  or  her  faith  then  gets  a 
chance  to  do  the  same. 

Participating  youths  are  encourag¬ 
ed  to  develop  a  testimony.  They  keep 
a  log  concerning  what  they  watch  on 
television  and  space  to  answer  the 
question  “Why  do  I  watch  this  show?” 
They  take  notes  on  personal  Bible 
study.  They  memorize  scripture. 

Bradford  believes  the  course  has 
potential  for  future  rewards.  “Our 
generation  simply  memorized 
facts  ...  As  a  result  we  have  people 
who  don’t  know  what  they  believe  or 
why  they  believe  it.  These  materials 
help  a  youth  discover  truth  that’s  in 
the  scripture  in  a  way  they  can  hold 
more  tightly  because  they  discovered 
it  —  rather  than  mom  or  the  preacher 
told  me.” 

Of  the  churches  which  have  tried 
DiscipleYouth  and  say  they’re  having 
success  —  “are  the  ones  who  have 
trained  their  lay  people  as  youth 
leaders,”  says  Bradford.  ‘Tb  me,  that’s 
success.”  ■ 

Fbr  more  information  on  how  to 
participate  in  a  DiscipleYouth 
workshop,  contact  Robin  Nichols, 
Church  Training  Department,  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 


Court  rejects  suit 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  United 
States  Supreme  Court  has  rejected  a 
legal  challenge  brought  by  four 
messengers  to  the  1985  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  seeking  federal  court  relief 
from  what  they  claimed  were 
parliamentary  irregularities  by  then- 
SBC  President  Charles  F.  Stanley. 

In  an  apparently  unanimous  action 
announced  without  comment  Fbb.  22, 
the  nation's  high  court  brought  to  an 
end  a  legal  battle  initiated  by  four 
messengers  to  the  Dallas  meeting. 

Two  moderate  messengers  to  the 
1985  meeting,  Robert  S.  and  Julia  J. 
Crowder  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  asked 


the  SBC  Executive  Committee  in 
September  of  1985  to  set  aside  the 
election  of  the  Committee  on  Boards. 
When  the  Executive  Committee 
declined,  the  Crowders  —  joined  by 
co-plaintiffs  H.  Allan  McCartney  and 
Henry  C.  Cooper  —  filed  suit  Dw.  5, 
1985,  in  the  U.S.  District  Cfourt  for  the 
Northern  District  of  Georgia. 

The  Feb.  22  Supreme  Court  action 
came  as  the  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  was  convening  in  Nashville.  That 
evening.  Executive  Committee  at¬ 
torney  James  P.  Guenther  of 
Nashville  told  applauding  members  of 
the  body,  "The  Crowder  suit  is 
history.”. 
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Little  boys  on  Chinese  farm  dress  in  Anne  McWilliams  talks  with  Hona  travel  guide,  at  farm  commqnenear  Canton. 


many  layers  of  clothing. 


.China. 


faces  and  places 
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Cooperative  Program  aims 


(Continued  from  page  3)  jMrograms  relate  to  church  evangelism  External  Eoucauon  division, 

sion  Board,  and  the  Baptist  Sunday  development,  associational  Harwell  reUred  last  Dec  31  as  editor 
School  Board.  evangelism  development,  personal  of  the  Christian  In^,  Georgia  Bap- 

j  »  . .  .  ^  evangelism  and  mass  evangelism.  tists’  weekly  newsjoumal. 

—  TV  update:  received  a  report  Members  also  a^Mwed  a  plaque  to 
tl»  and  1994  annual  concerning  payments  on  a  |10  million  be  hung  in  the  ExecuUve  Committee 

Joan  Executive  Committee  offices  in  Nashville  in  honor  of  Porter 

die  1987  annual  mwti^Thecor^t  authorized  for  the  SBC  W.  Routh,  the  committee’s  executive 

Radio  and  TfelevisionCommissiwi  and  secretary-treasurer  from  1951  to  1979, 
and  June  14-16,  1994  m  Orlando,  Fla.  network.  Members  approv-  who  died  Nov.  7,  1987. 

—  Program  statements:  approved  g  notation  that  said  the  payments  —  Presidential  address:  heard  a 

changes  in  the  program  statements  of  “are  current  and  that  the  current  ex-  challenge  from  SBC  President  Adrian 
the  Annuity  Board  and  Home  Mission  penditures  are  in  line  with  income  P.  Rogers  to  come  to  the  point  of  tears 
Board.  received  to  date.”  for  a  world  without  Christ.  The  pastor 

The  changes  in  the  program  state-  But  they  also  warned :  “The  loss  of  of  Bellevue  Church,  Memphis,  called 
ment  of  the  Annuity  Board  will  allow  income  may  affect  the  quality  and  them  to  “sincere,  steadfast,  sacrificial 
the  Dallas-based  agency  to  begin  a  quantity  of  programming.  An  effec-  concern  for  the  lost.” 
property  and  casualty  insurance  pro-  tive  capital  fund-raising  formula  has  But  that  concern  will  not  come,  he 
gram  for  Southern  Baptist  churches  yet  to  be  demonstrated.  The  current  admonished,  until  Southern  Baptists 
and  agencies.  Die  Executive  Commit-  financial  report  does  not  represent  a  humble  themselves  before  God  and 
tee  also  approved  recommendations  greatly  improved  Radio  and  Ttelevi-  genuinely  seek  to  lead  others  to  faith 
which  would  create  subsidiary  cor-  sion  Commission.”  in  Christ. 

porations  to  allow  the  Annuity  Board  —  Expressions  of  appreciation:  “Day  day,  week  by  week,  month 

to  comply  with  the  Thx  Reform  Act  of  ratified  resolutions  affirming  the  SBC  by  month,  year  by  year,  we  need  to 
1986  and  a  for-profit  managing  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  on  the  oc-  always  be  at  it,  and  we  need  to  all  be 
general  agency  to  offer  the  casualty  casion  of  its  centennial  and  Raymond  at  it,”  he  said.  “I  am  determined  that 
and  property  insurance  programs.  M.  Rigdon  of  Nashville  and  Jack  U.  we  as  Southern  Baptists  —  and  this 
The  changes  in  the  HMB  program  Harwell  of  Atlanta  upon  their  Southern  Baptist  in  particular  —  are 
statement  allows  revision  of  retirements.  going  to  get  back  to  this  business  of 

evangelism  programs  to  create  four  —  Rigdon  will  retire  July  31  as  ex-  winning  men,  women,  boys,  and  girls 
programs  in  place  of  three.  The  new  ecutive  director  of  the  SBC  Seminary  to  Jesus  Christ.” 


These  pastors  were  honored  at  banquet.  See  story  for  names. 


Washington  County  GAs  hosted  an  and  pastors  attended  the>vent.  Mary 
“I  Love  My  Pastor”  Banquet,  Feb.  6,  Lynn  Williams  is  associational  GA 
at  First  Church,  Greenville.  Upon  ar-  director  and  Carolyn  Gilder  is 
rival,  the  GAs  and  their  pastors  were  associational  WMU  director, 
presented  corsages  and  boutonnieres. 

Prior  to  the  banquet,  each  GA  ex-  Pastors  who  were  honored,  from  left 
pressed  her  love  and  appreciation  to  to  right,  are  Perry  Claxton,  interim 
her  pastor  in  writing.  These  sheets  pastor,  First  Church,  Leland;  John 
were  combined  into  a  folder  and  Dicker,  Alexander  Mem<Hial  Church; 
presented  to  their  pastor  by  one  GA  Bob  Connerley,  Second  Church;  Bob 
who  read  her  response  at  the  banquet.  Smith,  Emmanuel  Church;  James 
Roy  D.  Raddin,  director  of  missions  Smith,  HoUandale  Church;  Kiely 
for  Washington  County,  was  the  guest  Young,  First  Church,  Greenville; 
speaker  for  the  evening.  Raddin  was  Tbmmy  Snyder,  Calvary  Church;  Dan 
also  presented  with  a  folder,  compil-  Robertson,  Parkview  Church,  Green¬ 
ed  by  the  pastors  of  Washington  Coim-  ville;  and  Earl  Ezell,  Southsidr 
ty.  Approximately  150  GAs,  leaders  Church. 


BSSB  trustee  actions  focus 
Sunday  School  work  in  chui 


By  Linda  Lawson 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Sunday  through  Sunday  school  and  other  elevated  to  departments  with  group 

School  wwii  in  Southern  Baptist  chur-  literature  produced  by  the  board.  directors  named  department 

dies  was  the  focus  of  actions  Feb.  15-17  Trustees  adopted  a  recommenda-  directors. 

by  trustees  of  the  convention’s  Sunday  tion  from  the  church  program  The  new  Sunday  School  growth  and 
School  Board.  They  affirmed  a  pro-  organizations  committee  to  publish  administration  department  will  be 

gress  report  on  upcoming  im-  annual  undated  lessons  for  older  (firected  by  Don  TVotter.  Max  Claldwell 

provements  in  Sunday  School  children,  youth  and  adults  beginning  will  become  director  of  the  Sunday 

literature,  approved  a  reorganization  in  October  1989  and  annual  dated  School  youth-adult  department,  and 

of  the  Sunday  School  division,  and  lessons  for  all  three  groups  in  all  cur-  Muriel  Blackwell  will  be  director  of 

adopted  plans  for  dated  and  undated  riculum  lines  on  Sanctity  of  Human  the  Sunday  School  preschod-children 

Short.  Mark.  TIME  MANAGE-  ment.  The  author  encourages  the  lessons  on  sanctity  of  human  life  Life  Sunday  beginning  in  January  department.  A  fou^  group  director, 

MENT  FOR  MINISTERS.  Nashville:  minister  to  get  away  from  the  old  “pil-  During  about  an  hour  of  discussion,  1991.  The  recommendation  was  Billie  Pate  will,  become  associate 

Broadman  1987.  ing”  system  toji  good ‘Tiling”  system,  board  trustees  and  administrators  adopted  in  a  voice  vote  with  about  12  director  of  the  division  headed  by 

The  author  is  executive  director  of  The  remaining  chapters  deal  with  unanimously  spoke  in  favor  of  the  negative  votes.  Harry  Piland. 

the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention.  He  the  subjects  oN  procrastination,  need  to  forcefully  support  sanctity  of  In  another  matter,  three  groups  in  Linda  Lawson  writes  for  the  Sunday 

was  formerly  associate  professor  of  delegation,  leadership  style  and  effec-  human  life  and  oppose  abortion  the  Sunday  school  division  were  School  Board, 

church  administration  at  New  tive  meetings.  The  chapters  on 

Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Semi-  delegation  and  effective  meetings  are  r  ■  1  -  _  •  -  - 

Trustees  approve  mne-story  tower 

written  primarily  for  ministers.  It  is  ing  to  do  everything  themselves  while 

another  in  the  Broadman  Leadership  they  fail  to  train  any  of  the  laity.  The  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Approval  of  from  fixed-asset  reserves.  The  tower  will  add  1S0,0(X)  square 

series.  chapter  on  meetings  is  good.  Every  preliminary  design  for  a  nine-story  (rf-  The  plan  is  based  on  projected  feet  and  will  include  one  floor  of  con- 

'  ,Jhe  author  begins  with  a  chapter  on  pastor  should  read  this  one.  At  times  fice/conference  tower  atop  the  space  needs  of  serving  a  denomina-  ferencespaceandeightfloorsofof- 

how  time  affects  us.  Everyone  has  the  we  have  more  meetings  in  Baptist  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  tion  of  17.5  million  members  by  the  flee  space  About  two-thirds  will  be  oc- 

same  amount  of  time;  it's  simply  a  churches  than  we  have  people  to  at-  Board’s  Operations  Building  and  ap-  year  2000.  At  present,  about  14.7  cupi^  initially,  with  the  remainder 

matter  of  how  you  manage  yours.  He  tend!  One  Deacon  said  “we  need  to  proval  to  proceed  with  a  $3.9  million  million  people  are  members  of  for  future  expansion, 

then  encourages  you  to  do  a  time  have  a  meeting  to  abolish  meetings!”  expansion  of  the  Operations  Building  Southern  Baptist  churc^. 

analysis  to  determine  how  you  are  were  given  by  board  trustees  during  The  nine-sUH^  limestone,  granite,  Elstimated  cost  at  the  tower  is  $14.3 

managing  your  time.  Several  helpful  The  author  has  a  good  chapter  on  their  semi-annual  meeting  Feb.  15-17.  and  glass  building  was  designed  by  miUion,  with  completion  expected  in 

tools  are  included  in  the  chapter  to  aid  the  importance  of  leisure  activities  for  Both  projects  are  part  of  a  long-  Hart-Freeland-Roberts  architects,  Februaryl990.Tiwteeswillbeask- 

you  in  doing  your  time  analysis.  If  one  any  minister.  So  many  men  never  take  range  Nashville  master  properties .  designers  of  all  Nashville  facilities  of  ed  to  approve  construction  drawings 

is  honest  the  tool  can  prove  very  time  off.  The  result  is  what  we  know  plan  developed  by  the  brard’8  ad-  the  board,  and  lyiU  sit  atop  the  Opera-  and  bi^  in  August  1988.  Completion 

helpful.  today  as  “burn-out.”  If  one  can  learn  ministration  in  conjunction  with  a  tions  Building.  Ah  elevated  three-  of  the  tower  will  enable  board  com- 

A  chapter  on  “Successful  Schedul-  to  schedule  time  off,  it  will  prove  trustee  space  committee  and  adopted  story  connecting  lobby  will  join  the  ponents  presently  housed  in  leased 

ing"  follows  with  some  very  helpful  beneficial  in  the  long-nm.  by  the  trustees  in  August  1987.  Operations  Ttawer  with  existing  office  space  to  move  into  board-owned 

ideas  on  what  time  of  the  day  is  best  The^  are  many  books  on  time-  Funds  for  the  projects  will  come  and  conference  space  facilities, 

for  each  individual.  Die  author  makes  mpnagi^ent  that  are  good.  Most  ■*»•••  •  t»  •  . 

a  good  point  in  saying  each  individual  mifiislei^.have  read  at  least  one.  D^lSSlSSippi  Bflptist  flCtlviticS 

works  best  at  different  times  of  the  Howeveft  the  chapters  on  meetings  ^  .  — - - - - 

day  One  needs  to  determine  what  and  time  analysis  are  well  worth  the  Mar.  13  Home.  Missions  Day  in  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis) 

time  of  the  day  is  best  for  him  and^  price  of  the  bo^.  It  is  very  helpful  and  Mar.  14-15  WMU  Annual  Meeting;  Colonial  Heights  BC,  Jackson;  2  p.m.,  “In  matters  of  principle,  stand  like 

plan  his  schedule  accordingly.  easy  to  read.  —  Reviewed  by  Greg  14th-4  p.m.,  15th  (WMU)  a  rock,  in  matters  of  taste,  swim  with 

Every  minister  knows  organization  PottL  Pastor.  Providence  Baptist  Mar.  19'  Baptist  Men’s  Conference;  Parkway  BC,  Jackson;  10  a.m.-3p.m.  the  current.” 

is  a  key  to  effective  time-manage-  ChuraScear  Meadville.  (BRO)  —  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 
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Conversation  with  a  sparrow 


Come  to  me,  little  sparrow, 

Away  from  the  pelting  rain; 

Tell  me  of  your  sorrows 
And  I’ll  tell  you  of  my  pain. 

Come  perch  upon  my  window  sill 
And  rest  your  weary  wing; 

And  give  to  me  the  meaning 
Of  the  beautiful  songs  you  sing. 

l^ach  me  how  to  be  happy 
Behind  these  concrete  walls; 

Now  give  to  me  the  reason 
For  your  early  morning  calls. 

How  I’d  like  to  soar  the  heavens 
And  fly  about  so  free! 


But  I  am  here  in  prison. 

So  you  take  wing  for  me. 

Tis  God  Who  taught  you  how  to  sing, 
And  gave  you  wings  to  fly; 

Tis  God  W'ho  sent  His  precious  Son 
For  sinners  such  as  I. 

So  off  you  go,  little  sparrow. 

Out  into  the  pelting  rain; 

Take  with  you  all  my  sorrows 
And  give  wing  to  all  my  pain. 

Fly  away,  little  sparrow, 

But  soon  come  back  to  me; 

For  as  I  watch  you  soar  the  heavens 
I  find  I,  too,  am  free. 


Every  season  has  its  beauty 


Every  season  has  its  beauty  * 

When  each  comes,  it’s  best  of  all. 

There  are  spring  and  winter  changes 
Chased  by  summertime  and  fall. 

Drowsy  autumn  begins  dropping 
Leaves  of  red  and  brown  and  gold. 

Each  a  mystery  in  its  making 
That  the  bar^  cannot  unfold. 

In  winter-time  all  nature's  sleeping 
On  the  earth,  herslumber  b^; 

God’s  beauty  rests  ill  all  creation 
Rises  soon  as  from  the  dead. 


Nature  struts  herself  in  springtime 
Wearing  gowns  of  every  hue,. 
Flowers,  showers,  and  birds  singing 
Wafting  high  toward  skies  of  blue. 

Summer  gives  us  special  pleasures; 

Picnics,  heat,  and  cooling  xains 
Bounding  down  on  vegetation. 
Gardens,  forests,  growing  grains. 

All  the  seasons  have  their  beauty 
Summer,  winter,  spring,  and  fall. 
There  is  just  one  reason  for  it  • 

God  is  maker  of  them  all. 

— Orena  W.  Adams 


, He’ll  direct  u 

God  made  life  simple; 

He  to  01  needs. 

And  we  will  be  judged 
For  o»ir  good  or  bad  det 

When  we  re  troubled. 

.  He’ll  help  lighten  the  lo. 

And  guide  and  direct  u> 

DoNvn  tlie  right  road. 

,  ^  ' 

—Jimmy  Mc< 

•  Steens 


Calhoun  City 


Richard  Ryan 
From  prison 


1st,  Laurel  |  Performing  arts  festival 
celebrates 
100th  year 

First  Church,  Laurel. 


When  is  a  creed 


(Continued  from  page  2)  12.  Then,  there  are  all  of  the  pro- 

the  same  thing.-  blems  of  imposed  religious  authority. 

5.  Oeeds  must  constantly  be  chang-  Inquisitions  have  been  condemned 
ed,  updated,  or  adapted  to  present  cir¬ 
cumstances.  In  the  case  of  the  SBC, 
the  creed  —  The  Baptist  Faith  and  seem  to  be  returning  to  the  dark  ages. 
Message  —  is  about  scripture  Who 
knows  what  is  next  that  will  need  the 
wisdom  of  the  majority. 

6.  In  a  creed,  there  is  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  the  formulators  know  what 
is  best  or  right  for  the  rest  of  us. 

7.  In  any  creed,  huge  portions  of 
scriptural  truth  must  be  omitted.  A 
comprehensive  creedal  statement 


who  will  give  a  concert  and  will  teach 
mime,  clowning,  and  mask  making. 

TTie  two  other  events  of  the  weekend 
include  training  for  church  activities 
committees,  and  a  meeting  of  tlie 
Mississippi  Baptist  Recreators 
Association. 

The  activities  committee  will  have 
four  hours  of  training  by  Jerry  Har¬ 
ris  of  Shades  Mountain  Church,  Bir¬ 
mingham.  The  recreators  will  be  led 
by  “Pogo"  Frank  Hart  Smith,  a  native 
Mississippian,  and  a  prograr^ 
A  performing  arts,  festival  will  designer  and  marketing  specialist- 
highlight  a  “Three  Events  in  One’’  with  the  church  recreation  ckifJTlT- 
Weekend,  March  25-26  at  Crossgates  ment  of  the  Baptist  Sunday,  Sctiool 
Church,  Brandon.  Board.  Recreators’  topics  include 
'The  festival  will  “You  and  the  rest  of  the  staff,”  “You 
feature  more  than  and  your  family,”  “Using  small  groii{.« 
20  subjecte  for  con-  in  your  ministry,”  and  “Planning  and 
ferences  including  producing  your  rec  ministry  ” 
beginning  and  ad-  The  program  is  sponsored  ljy  th- 
^4^|vanced  puppetry,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention- 
ventriloquism.  Board’s  Church  'J'raining  Depart- 
iH  magic,  mono-  ment.  Tb  register,  write  the  depart - 
logues,  multi  media  ment  at  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  3920j. 
Berky  productions,  and  Cost  of  the  festival  is  110;  for  the 
acting.  Elach  participating  group  will  recreators  association,  the  cost  is  $25, 
be  performing  before  the  other  for  activities  committee  members, 
groups,  alsa  $10.  Cost  includes  two  meals  and 

Featured  at  the  festival  will  be  materials.  Make  checks  payable  to 
Doug  Berky,  of  Wake  Forest.  N.C.,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


is  in  its 

Baptists  since  there  have  been  Bap-  centennial  year  with  a  year  long  pro- 
tists.  Now  in  the  age  of  freedom,  we  gram  of  celebration. 

In  Janaury,  the  Laurel  Leader  Call 
initiated  a  project  that  produced  a 
special  insert  in  the  paper,  paid  for  by 
ads  sold  to  businesses  and  friends. 

The  insert  outlines  the  history  and 
ministry  of4he  church  with  a  schedule 
of  the  year’s  activities. 

In  March,  the  church  is  featuring 
testimonies,  monologues,  and 
Correct  biblical  theology  is  of  biographic  of  the  church  history,  a 
would  of  necessity  contafan  everything  supreme  importance  In  case  you  are  WMU  (Centennial  Prayer  Retreat,  and 
in  scripture  and  then  would  represent  wondering,  the  writer  can  heartily  on  Sunday  nights,  the  congregation  is 
someone’s  limited  understanding.  At  subscribe  to  the  theology  required  assembling  in  homes  for  devotionals. 
best,  a  creed  is  a  grossly  inadequate  the  last  convention.  However,  to  Events  are  being  staged  every 
statement  of  scriptural  truth.  subscribe  to  the  polity  and  creedal  im-  month  of  the  year.  April  includes  a 

8.  Any  creedal  statement  is  ade-  plications  is  impossible  for  one  who  heritage  fair  including  hot  air  balloon 

quate  only  for  those  who  accept  it  and  loves  who  we  are  and  have  been,  lb  rides.  May  includes  Baccalaureate 
agree  with  its  conclusions.  do  so  requires  a  totally  different  kind  Sunday,  and  December  includes  a 

9.  The  enforcement  of  any  creed  is  of  mind-set  and  an  allegiance  to  a  Centennial  float  in  the  Christmas 
by  necessity  capricious,  depending  on  man-made  set  of  requirements  in-  parade. 

who  is  interpreting  and  who  is  being  stead  of  the  requirements  of  scripture.  Dell  Scoper  is  centennial  chairman; 
interpreted  for  or  against. .  Larry  Kennedy  is  pastor. 

10.  A  creed  is  inevitably  cQvisive  to  settle  our  dif- 

fellowship.  Freedom  is  the  only  basis  f®r®nces  by  wlwt  tl»  Bible  says  and  ^1 

on  which  Baptists  can  cooperate.  then  do  what  the  Bible  says?  V,>4l.clX  XO  XXvIoX 

11.  lb  adopt  and  enforce  a  creed  is  Grady  Cothen  of  Pass  Christian  is  ^ 

to  assume  by  men  the  divine  the  retired  president  of  Baptist  Son-  S0niOr*  3.CtU.llS 
authority.  day  School  Board. 

E^t  central  Mississippi  senior 

adults  will  gather  at  Claiite  College  O  *  * 

March  29,  9:30  to  2:30  p.m.  for  their  oimpson  resigns  as  editor 

spring  are^  rally.  Levon  Moore, 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Phil  Lineberger,  The  Pastors’ Conference  will  meet  Kosciusko,  and  J.  dark  Hensley,  INDIANAPOLIS  <BP)"David  “co-adviser”  of  the  convention,  super¬ 
pastor  of  Richardson  Heights  Church,  at  the  Henry  Gonzales  Convention  Jackson,  will  serve  as  resource  per-  Simpson  has  resigned  as  editor  of  the  vising  its  missions  division. 

Richardson,  Ibxas,  has  announced  he  Center  in  San  Antonio,  Juxie  12-13,  im-  sons.  Randy  Cuchens,  Newton,  and  Indiana  Baptist,  newsjoumal  of  the  His  resignation  creates  the  fourth 
will  nominate  fellow  Ibxas  pastor  mediately  prior  to  the  annual  meeting  the  Clarke  College  Singers,  directed  State  Convention  of  Baptists  in  In-  executive  vacancy  on  the  Indiana  con- 

Paul  Powell  of  Green  Acres  Church,  of  the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention,  by  Clark  Adams,  will  minister  diana,  effective  March  10.  wntion  staff  in  the  past  year.  Ex- 

Tyier  for  president  of  the  Southern  June  14-16.  through  music.  ••  ^cutive  Director-Treasurer  K.V. 

Baptist  Pastors’ Conference  in  San  If  he  is  elected,  Powell  said,  he  will  Discussions  during  the  session  will  2™“yncedhis  i^ignation  Haygooid  and  Missions  Director  Glen 

Antonio,  in  June.  do  everything  he  can  to  bring  pastors  center  around  “New  Dimensions  in  W.  Kay  resigned  March  20.  1987,  in  a 

“I  have  prayed  about  it  and  asked  back  Under  one  roof  for  their  pre-  Relating  to  the  Aging  Process,”  “New  ,  ^  dispute  over  use  of  hunger  funds 

Paul  for  his  permission  to  do  it,”  convention  annual  meeting.  For  the  Dimensions  in  Local  (Church  Ac-  ndianapoiis^  He  did  not  disclose  his  the  state.  Church  Growth  and 

Lineberger  said.  past  several  years  a  growing  number  tivities.”  “New  Dimensions  in  Per-  ii  n  ^  Ministries  Director  Lew  Reynolds 

“Paul  Powell  is  a  preacher’s  have  attend^  the  Southern  Baptist  sonal  Enrichment,”  and  “New  Dimen-  ®‘  ib^tate.  He  told  BafHist  Press  Iw  resigned  effective  the  end  of  last  year 

preacher.  He  has  demonstrated  it  in  Forum.  ,  sions  in  Facing  Crisis.”  -  wit^  a  consultant  with  a  privately  Simpson  and  Reynolds  were  nam 

preaching  and  writing.  (Conservative  Powell  is  the  immediate  past  presi-  The  registration  fee  of  $4  includes  ousiness.  ^  co-advisers  following  the  resigna- 

in  belief  in  the  Bible  as  the  word  of  dentbf  the  Baptist  General  Conven-  lunch.  Reservations  should  be  made  Simpson,  38,  has  been  editor  of  the  tions  of  Haygood  and  Ray.  E'ollowing 

(Jod,  Paul  has  the  ability  to  unite  and  tion  of  Ibxas.  A  graduate  of  Baylor  for  lunch  by  March  28  through  the  of-  weekly  newspaper  and  director  of  the-  Reynolds’  resignation,  be  teamed  with 

encourage  pastors.  His  strong  belief  University  and  Southwestern  fice  of  Dean  James  Reed,  phone  SCBI  communications  division  since  Evangelism  and  Stewardship  Direc- 

in  missions  and  evangelism  would  Seminary,  he  has  been  pastor  of  the  683-2061  or  write  Clarke  College,  September  1981.  For  the  past  11  tor  James  Abemath> ’o  lead  (he  SCBI 

make  him  a  good  choice.”  Green  Acres  Church  since  1972.  Newton,  MS  39345.  months,  he  also  has  been  an  interim  staff. 
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Powell  nominee  for  pastors’  prexy 
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C^^J^evotionaJ^ 

Facing  the  future  wi 


By  Kara  Blackard  '*■ 

PhU.  l:21-2« 

IVtarvin  Crowe  dies  These  are  days  that  are  no  stranger  to  fear.  Ulcers  have  almost  become  | 

a  status  symbol  of  success  in  a  land  of  consternation  and  confusion.  John  said* 
‘Fear  hath  torment,”  and  yet  many  of  God’s  people  have  fallen  prey  to  this 

a  dread  enemy.  Tons  of  books  have  been  written  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  (some  of  which  are  very  helpful),  but  none  of  them 
can  touch  the  advice  Paul  gave  almost  twenty  centuries 
aga  Paul  knew  that  the  future  was  as  bright  as  the  pro¬ 
mises  of  (jiod  because  he  was  facing  the  future  with  faith. 
The  point  is,  true  faith  and  unfounded  fears  cannot  dwell 
together  any  more  than  fire  and  ice  can  survive  together. 
Facing  the  future  with  faith  involves: 

1.  Dedication:  (v.  21)  For  “to  me”  to  live  is  Christ!  Not 
every  Christian  can  say  that  b^ause  for  some  it  isn’t  true. 


HONOLULU  (BP)  —  ProducUon  of  NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  John  Marvin 
Southern  Baptists’  simultaneous  Crowe,  78,  retired  executive  vice  presi- 
revival  materials  for  ethnics  is  on  dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
schedule  and  will  assure  a  greater  School  Board,  died  Feb.  25  following 
number  of  America’s  language  groups  a  long  illness, 
will  hear  the  gospel  in  their  own  Crowe  was  responsible  for  internal 
languages.  operation  of  the  multi-million  dollar 

Material  for  the  nationwide  “Here’s  denominational  publishing  house 
Hope”  revivals  are  being  translated  from  1953  until  his  retirement  in  1975. 
into  15  languages,  including  sign  At  his  retirement  from  the  Sunday 
language  for  the  deaf,  Richard  Har-  School  Board,  the  meeting  and  con- 
ris.  director  of  the  mass  evangelism  ference  room  in  the  newly  completed 
dfjiartment  for  the  Southern  Baptist  West  Wing  was  named  the  Crow^ 
HuOfie  Mission  Board,  reported  to  Room. 

state  language  missions  directors.  His  wife,  Edna  Elarl  Elliott,  died  in 
The  revivals  are  scheduled  for  March  1976. 

18  -  April  29,  1990. 

Diunng  1988,  three  major  pieces  —  j  j. 

an  evangelistic  “people  search”  guide,  ijrOdClCdStCrS  flCiopt 
pastor’s  awareness  brochure,  and  a  1 

church  preparation  packet  —  will  be  HCW 
translated  into  Spanish,  French- 

Haitian,  Korean,  and  basic  English.  WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  the  after- 

math  of  aUeged  financial  wrongdo- 
TT  *r  1  ings  that  rocked  Jim  Bakker’s  em{^ 

xlungcr  gilts  CuOp  and  congressional  hearings  that  ex¬ 
amined  the  tax-exempt  status  of 
NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Ckntributions  television  ministries,  the  National 
from  Southern  Baptists  to  their  Religious  Broadcasters  adopted  mcae 
denomination’s  program  of  world  stringent  financial  accountability 
hunger  relief  in  1967  declined  for  the  regulations  for  its  membership,  mak- 
second  year  in  a  row,  according  to  ing  compliance  a  requirement  for 
figures  released  in  February  by  the  membership. 

Southern  Baptists  Home  and  Foreign  The  code  requires  that  a  member 
mission  boards.  organization  that  receives  tax-exonpt 

Southern  Baptists  last  year  gave  donations  from  the  public: 

18.9  million  for  domestic  and  foreign  —  Submit  an  aimual  audited  finan- 
hunger  relief.  The  total  represents  a  cial  statement  prepared  by  an  in¬ 
decline  of  2.3  percent  from  1966  and  is  dependent  public  accounting  firm ; 
below  the  record  high  of  $11.8  million  —  Have  a  board  of  directors  of  at 
given  to  hunger  relief  in  1965.  least  five  people,  with  a  maj<Mity  of 

Gifts  of  $1.3  million  to  domestic  the  directors  not  being  family 
hunger  relief  administered  through  members,  staff  or  employees  of  the 
the  Home  Mission  Board  were  up  organization; 

$23,000  over  1966,  while  the  $7.6  million  —  Report  salaries  and  other 
given  to  foreign  hunger  relief  through  benefits  paid  to  staff  members  to  the 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  was  down  commission, 
by  $181,000. 


First  Church, 


Rossdale  recently 

Blackard  Some  are  living  for  family,  (vi  business,  or  pleasure.  For  honored  Sarah  Chenautt  for  33  years  of 
others,  to  live  means  misery,  regret,  and  sorrow  over  things  done  in  the  past,  senhce  in  the  sanctuary  choir.  During  this 
But  notice  what  Paul  was  saying  about  his  dedication  to  the  Lord.  First,  he  time,  she  also  taught  the  junior  class, 
said  it  is  a:  (1)  living  dedicatkm;  Fn*  Pai^  living  meant  serving  Jesus.  Thank  vacation  Bible  schools,  and  was  church 
God!  You  don’t  have  to  droop  your  shouldos  and  frown  to  be  a  dedicated  (]hris-  hostess  for  many  years.  A  plaque  was 
tian.  Being  in  the  center  of  (^’s  will  should  mean  a  smile  on  your  face,  a  presented  to  her  during  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  in  your  step,  and  a  song  in  your  heart. 

It  also  involves  a:  (2)  lasting  dedication:  Paul’s  dedication  was  a  lasting 
one.  He  never  quit  on  God.  He  never  threw  up  his  hands  and  said,  “It’s  not 
worth  it.”  He  prayed  and  preached  and  work^  until  God  called  him  home 
Looking  back  at  his  life,  Paul  declared  “I’ve  fought  a  good  fight.  I’ve  finished 
my  course.  I’ve  kept  the  faith  . . .”  The  second  thing  we  see  is  his: 

II.  Desire:  (v.  23)  Paul’s  faith  had  set  its  eyes  on  the  gl<ny  world.  Verse  23 
says  he  had  a  desire  to  depart.  Just  four  years  earlier,  in  2  Ck>r.  5:8,  he  was 
willing  to  be  absent  frolo  the  body.  Now,  that  willingness  had  turned  to  desire. 

I’ll  never  fra^et  the  night  when  a  dear  lady  on  ho*  death  bed  asked  me  to  pray 
that  she  would  die  that  night.  She  wanted  to  go  home  and  she  was  ready  right 
then.  Of  course,  all  I  could  do  was  pray  that  God  would  have  his  way.  ~ 

So  we  see  Paul’s  desire  as  it  related  to  the  Lord.  He  wanted  to  be  with  him. 

We  also  see  his  desire  as  it  related  to  the  lost.  He  wanted  to  win  them.  Romans 
10:1  says:  “Brethren,  my  hearfb  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is  that 
they  might  be  saved.”  Finally  we  see  Paul’k: 

III.  Discernment;  (v.  24-25)  Paul  had  learned  a  lesson  that  many  have  not 
yet  seemed  to  learn.  We  do  not  always  get  our  way!  What  a  blessing  to  see 
Paul  push  his  desires  behind  him  and  apply  himself  to  the  work  of  God.  What 
if  God  had  called  him  home  before  Ephesians  was  written?  God  knew  best 
and  Paul  knew  it,  so  he  faced  the  future  with  faith. 

Kara  Blackard  is  pastor,  Wheeler  Grove  (Alcorn). 
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Clergy  malpractice  topic 
of  church  law  conference 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prioo,  binding  and  style  to  meal  avery 
need.  Quality  woilunanaMp  guarantaad. 
Writa  for  iNustralad  prioa  foldar. 
“Intemetloneify  known  speeUHets" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 


BIRMINGHAM  —  Samford  Univer-  advisor  Faye  Doss, 
sity’s  Center  fw  the  Study  of  Law  and  The  program  is  designed  to  help 
the  Churchwill  sponsor  a  conference  both  the  clergyman  and  the  attorney, 
on  clergy  malpractice  and  (unvileged  Sessions  will  be  held  at  First  Church, 
communication  April  11  and  12.  Birmingham,  near  the  Samford 
Program  participants  include  campus, 
church  law  expert  Richard  Hammar,  For  more  information,  telephone 
irisurance  attorney  Thomas  Farr,  205/876-2409.  Toll  free  numbers  are 
seminary  professor  Claude  L.  Howe,  1-800-468-6726  (in  Alabama)  and 
attorney  Marvin  Hardy, 'and  medical  1-800-752-6726  (in  the  Southeast). 


More  flood  aid  mother/daughter 

overnights  planned 
goes  to  Brazil  a,  Caraywa 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil  (BP)  —  Space  is  still  available  for  the  Third 
When  buildings  crumbled  in  a  second  Grade  GA  Mother /Daughter  Over- 
waveof  flooding  in  Brazil  in  February,  night,  March  25-26,  at  Camp 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  Garaywa,  Clinton.  GAs  who  are 
Brazilian  Baptists  again  responded  presently  in  the  third  grade  and  their 
with  food,  shelter,  and  blankets. 


PlanoB  at  A 
Warahouaa 

prlcas  W 

Exduaiv*  dMiart  for  ' 
Stainway  -  Kawai  -  WurlWzar 
Wabar  -  Kimbal 
Financing  AvaHabla 
MC/VtSA/Amarican  Expraas 


mothers,  or  mother  substitute,  will  viaeo  tape  service  merges 

More  than  70  Brazilians  died  and  share  in  an  overnight  of  meeting  mis-  " 

11,000  were  left  homeless  by  flooding  sionaries,  participating  in  recrea-  'a-V-  CCX)  a.  1  *  a.* 

that  occurred  in  mid-February  in  Rio  tional  activities,  and  meeting  other  Wltll  teleCOHimUIllCatlOIlS 

de  Janeiro,  according  to  news  reports.  GAs  from  acroM  the  state. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  April  offers  two  additional  Over-  NASHVILLE  (BP) -j-Responsibili-  technology  now  available  through  the 
sion  Board  [Htivided  $62,700  for  flood  n^hts  for  all  GAs,  grades  one  through  ty  fw  the  Southern  Baptist  Video  Ibpe  Sunday  Schodl  Board,  it  is  very 
relief  after  the  second  round  of  six,  and  their  mothers.  The  dates  are  Service,  organized  in  1960  by  an  ad  hw  natural  thatthe  tape  service  be  incor- 
flooding.  April  15-16  and  April  22-23.  Cost  for  the  committee  of  state  and  Southern  Bap-  porated  into  the  board’s  telecom- 

A  similar  flood  killed  at  least  85  peo-  Overnights  is  $19  per  person.  tist  Convention  executives,  hks  been  munications  system,  making  benefits 

pie  injured  200  and  left  4,800  homeless  For  additional  information,  contact  transferred  to  the  SBC  Sun^y  School  to  our  churches  even  greater.” 
in  early  February.  The  mission  board  'Trtsh  Simmons  in  the  WMU  Defwrt-  Board 'll  ”*■  telecommunications  The  Video  Tbpe  Service  has  produc- 
sent  $m,000  for  relief  then.  ment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  department.  ed  and  distributed  to  state  conventions 

Baptists  have  distributed  blankets.  Board,  968-3800.  Earl  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  Video  247  video  titles  dealing  with  i«»a«»hing 

mattresses,  medical  kits  and  cleaning  Tfipe  Service  ad  hoc  committee  and  training,  denominational  emphases, 

supplies  during  both  floods.  About  .  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi  and  othw  subjects. 

$25,000  worth  of  food  is  being  provid-  MlSSlOnarV  nCWS  Baptist  Convention  Board,  said:  “We  Funding  for  the  service  has  been 
ed  for  1,000  families  for  one  month  in  ^  '  feel  that  the  Video  Tape  Service  has  provided  by  state  conventions  with 

relation  to  the  most  recent  flood.  Roger  Stacy,  missionary  to  Brazil,  provided*  an  invaluable  function  in  programing  produced  by  Southern 

A  mudslide  crushed  part  of  a  nurs-  reports  that  his  address  is  now  C.P.  leading  our  churches  into  the  vast  Baptist  agencies.  State  conventions 
ing  home,  and  30  people  were  missing  165,  85.800  Cascavel,  PR,  Brazil.  The  world  of  training,  education,  and  in-  receivedonecopy  M  each  Video  Thpe 
after  the  latest  floods,  wire  reports  C.P.  in  the  address  has  been  changed  spiration  via  videotape.  Service  program  and  distributed 

said.  from  320  to  105.  “With  the  structures  and  new  tapes  Jo  associations  and  churches 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy.  51  N.  Tkd  Kelly,  Maiwgar 
Ridgatand  8S6-2S24 


Confused  about  Ufa  insurano^ 
Why  not  buy  tfw  moet  INs  kwurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money 

Example:  Mala;  60,  non-amokar 

$100,000 

For  only 

$32.56  per  mo. 

CaH  Don  Mahaffoy 
9'.30am  to  4:30|Nn  EOT  llon.#rL 
Call  IbH  Fraa  1-800-387-5492 
In  S.C.  1-800-521-5039 


staff  changes 


Timothy  Lee  McCaffrey  was  or¬ 
dained  to  the  ministry  by  Pleasant 
Hill  Church  in  Lincoln  County,  F\eb.  28. 

The  ordination 
was  performed  at 
the  request  of 
Calvary  Church  in 
Jasper  County 
whi^  has  recently 
called  McCaffrey 
as  pasttH*. 

Special  music 
for  the  service  was 
McCaffrey  provided  by  the 
Pleasant  Hill  choir,  ladies’  ensemble, 
and  Ibm  Moa)c,  minister  of  music. 
The  charge  to  the  candidate  was  given 
by  Grady  CroweU,  McCaffrey’s  hither- 
in-law  and  director  of  missions  of 
Clarke  Association.  Johnny  Syk^, 
pastor.  New  Providence  Church, 
Copiah  County,  brought  the  charge  to 
the  church  and  Floyd  Higginbotham, 


pastor.  Pleasant  Hill,  preached  the  or¬ 
dination  sermon.  O^rs  on  program 
were  James  Sanders,  pastor,  Peasant 
Grove  Church  and  moderator  of  Lin¬ 
coln  Association  and  Billy  J.  Hcwse, 
pastor,  Moaks  Creek  Chur^  A  recep¬ 
tion  honoring  the  newly  ordain^ 
minister  and  his  wife  was  held  follow¬ 
ing  the  service. 

McCaffrey  is  married  to  the  fmma’ 
Naomi  Crowell  of  Quitman  and  they 
are  students  at  Clarke  College. 

Terrell  Stringer  is  the  new  pastor  oi 
Murphy  Creek  Church,  Winston  Coun- 
ty.^<nrtid  his  family  moved  there 
tom  Clarke  County.  Rick  Smith  of 
Noxapater  is  the  interim  music  direc¬ 
tor  at  Murphy  Creek. 

H.  L.  Redd  from  Weir  is  serving  as 
interim  pastor  of  Liberty  Church, 
Winston  Couqly. 


Deborah  Thomas  is  the  new 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at  First, 
Lambert  (North 
Delta).  She  is  a 
resident  of  Sunuier. 
Dubbed  “the  walk¬ 
ing  minister,” 
Deborah  plans  an 
intensive  youth 
ministry  as  she 
and  her  group 
begin  their  walk 
Thomas  together.  (Court¬ 
ney  Selvy  is  pastor. 


Antioch  Church  (Jasper)  has  call¬ 
ed  G^ie  Laton  as  minister  of  music. 
He  recently  moved  to  Bay  Springs, 
and  took  the  position  of  office 
manager  of  (jeor^  Pacific.  He  is  one 
of  the  members  of  The  McPherson 
(Quartet.  Carey  Bass  is  pastor. 


Indiana  group  protests  FCC 
inaction  on  ‘shock  radio’ 


WASHING’TON  (BP)  —  An  Indiana 
group  led  by  Southern  Baptists  has 
turned  up  the  heat  on  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  to 
revoke  the  license  of  an  Indianapolis 
radio  station  that  broadcasts  a  ^ily 
talk  show  featuring  references  to  sex 
organs  and  sexual  and  excretory 
activities. 

Decency  in  Broadcasting  Inc., 
described  in  a  Washington  news  con¬ 
ference  as  a  “media  watchdog  group,” 
has  gone  to  battle  with  radio  station 
WFB(^FM  and  its  parent  company, 
Ihft  Ttelevision  and  Radio  Ck).,  over 
what  it  claims  are  obscene  references 
on  the  “Bob  and  Tbm  Show,”  aired  bet¬ 
ween  6  and  10  a.m.  daily  on  the  In¬ 
dianapolis  station. 

The  news  conference  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Press  Club  in  Washington  was 
called  to  condemn  the  FCC  for  failing 
to  act  on  a  formal  protest  the  group 
made  last  July. 

John  R.  Price,  an  attorney  who 
heads  the  group,  said  the  organization 
has  paid  an  Indianapolis  pastor'^  wife 
to  make  daily  transepts  of  the  offen¬ 
ding  program  for  the  past  seven 


months  for  submission  to  the  FIX. 
Thus  far,  she  has  documented  more 
than  7,(X)0  instances  of  objectionable 
references  to  sex  and  excretion,  he 
said.  Yet  the  federal  agency,  charged 
by  Congress  with  regulating  the  na¬ 
tion’s  broadcast  industry,  has  done 
nothing,  he  said. 

“If  the  FCC  is  serious  about  (anti¬ 
obscenity)  standards,  what  mme  does 
it  take?’"  Price  asked.  On  display  at 
the  news  conference  was  a  table 
featuring  hundreds  of  tapes  and 
transcripts  of  the  show. 

In  its  formal  complaint  last  July, 
the  group  argued  the  show  violated 
both  the  federal  Ckunmunications  Act 
and  the  FCC’s  Indecency  Enforce¬ 
ment  Standards,  the  latter  issued  in 
AfHil  1967.  The  complaint  asked  the 
FCX  to  conduct  a  hearing  on  the  mat¬ 
ter,  impose  the  maximum  allowed 
penalty  of  $2,000  per  day,  and  revoke 
the  station’s  license. 

Detailing  specific  objections  to  the 
“Bob  and  Ibm  Show,”  the  complaint 
noted  the  program’s  hosts.  Bob 
Kevoian  and  Ibm  Griswold,  “include 
within  their  broadcast  material  not 


only  references  to  sex,  sexual  activi¬ 
ty,  sexual  organs,  excretoiY  organs, 
bestiality,  homosexuality,  and  les¬ 
bianism,  but  also  sex  with  minors  and 
an  emphasis  upon  the  use  of  liquor 
and  illegal  dru^.” 

Tommy  Cupples,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  the  Metropolitan  Baptist 
Association  in  Indianapolis,  told 
reporters:  The  law  is  being  broken. 
All  we  are  asking  is  that  the  FCC 
follow  throu^  on  its  owaregulations.” 

Also  present  was  John  Greever, 
pastor  of  Pleasant  Heights  Baptist 
(Thurch  in  Indianapolis,  who  said  the 
group  is  “deeply  concerned”  about 
what  it  sees  as  deteriorating  moral 
standards  in  its  heartland  city. 

Joining  the  group  at  the  news  con¬ 
ference  was  N.  Larry  Baker,  executive 
director  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  (Tommissioo,  who  said  the 
Nashville-based  agency  supports  the 
Indianapolis  organization’s  effort. 
“Our  concern  . . .  comes  within  the 
framework  of  a  longstanding  commit¬ 
ment  to  fighting  pornography,”  Baker 
said. 


RevivaF  dates 


Hcbroa,  Grenada:  March  13-18; 
Sunday,  U  a.m.,  and  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Bobby  Williamson,  evangelist;  Ron 
Bol^  music;  Ben McDanieL  pastor. 

Maccdoaia  (Lee):  Mar(±  13-16; 
Sunday,  U  a.m.  and  5:45  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  pim.;  Ray  Grissett,  Missisaip- 
pi  Baptist  Convention  BfMurd,  evangel¬ 
ist;  Marion  Payne,  pastor. 

Alexander  MemorlaL  James:  Mar. 
20-25;  services,  12  noon-l  p.m.,  with 
hmch  and  7 :30  p.m.  nightly;  Alt’Hndi, 
evangelist;  Carroll  Strother,  music; 
John  Tiicker,  pastor. 

First.  Lauderdale:  Mar.  13-16;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.  and  7  pjn.;  Mon.-I^.,  7 
p.m.;  Gary  Bowlin,  Brandon, 
evanflfelist;  Bruce  Bishop,  music 
leader;  Mike  Russell,  pastor - 


Raymond,  Raymond:  “Discover  the 
Difference”  March  20-25;  evening  ser¬ 
vices,  7;  morning  prayer  and 
discipline  studies,  11:30  a.m.;  Steve 
Wilson,  Dermott,  Ark.,  guest 
evangelist;  Allen  Harris,  Fbrt  Worth, 
'Ibx.,  guest  musician. 

WUtc  Oak.  Magee: .  (youth  em¬ 
phasis)  March  13-16;  Ron  Jordan, 
pastor.  Fellowship,  'Taylorsville, 
preaching;  Mike  Smith,  minister  of 
music.  White  Oak,  music;  James  C. 
Edwards,  pastor. 

McAdams,  McAdams:  March  13-18; 
services,  U  a.m.  Sunday  and  7  p.m. 
each  night  ;  AI  Styron,  putor,  Tbmpie, 
Memphis,  TN.  evangelist;  D^ 
Hogg,  pastor 


IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Olive  Branch,  Miss, 
is  offering 

$600,000 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  BONDS 

8V4%  to  1lV4%  Interest  ""  ' 

Bonds  dated  March  1,  1988 

For  a  Prospectus 
Call  or  write  ^ 

NATIONWIDE  BOND,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  75 
425  S.  State  St. 

Jackson,  MS  39205 
Phone  (601)  948-4500 


W.  B.  Rives 


Roland  Leavell 


This  advertisement  is  not  an  offer  to  sell  or  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  The 
offer  is  made  only  by  prospectus. 


Geed  Hepe  (NewUa):  March 
28-April  3;  Eddie  L.  Buddick,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Old  Testament  and  Religion 
at  Clarke  College,  will  preach  on  the 
seven  word  of  Christ  from  the  cross. 

Gaston,  BooncviUe:  Mar.  13-18; 
Chuck  Hampton,  paator;  Randy 
Isbell,  evangelist;  Billy  Joe  Kennedy, 
music  evangelist;  7  pim.  each  night. 

Macedonia  (Lauderdale):  youth 
revivaL  Apr.  8-10;  "Bud”  Winstead, 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  evangelist;  Sunday,  U 
a.m.;  7:30  p.m.  nightly;  Danny  Moss, 
pastor. 

Autlocli,  Jasper:  March  18-20;  Fri. 
and  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  U  a  m.  and 
6:30  p.m.;  Jim  Hill,  Soso,  guest 
speaker;  Gene  Laton,  minister  of 
music,  Antioch;  Carty  E.  Bass, 
pastor. 


ma. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 


Brandon/Piart 
Bey  Sponge 
Bruce 

CeShounCily 

Clewlend 

QreenviMe 


Heltieeburg 

laurel 


Ruikin  County  Cable 
Video  Inc 

MWcolBruce  Ceble 
W07BN  Low  ftwer  TV 
CeSwun  AnWnne 
Wtmm  Anm  Ceble 
McCaw  Ceble 
Bcoedbend  Ceble 
CepMol  Ceble 
Comcaal  Ceble 
UA  Ctbh 

laurel  Community  CaWe 


for  Informaliort  contact; 


W 


Mue  BepbU  Corw  Bd 
P  O  Bw  530 
Jeckaon  .  MS  30205 


ca  led 

to  pray 


t/  Please  contin¬ 
ue  your  prayer 
support  of  our 
agricultural 
ministry.  The 
Malagasy 

,  ^  list  Association 
asked  us  to 

develop  an  agricultural  proj¬ 
ect  with  the  new  Bible  schcol. 
Pray  for  the  project  and  also 
for  the  teaching  ministry  of 
the  school. 

— Fred  Sorrells 
missionary  to  Madagascar 


ol  the  Southern  Boptist  Cor^vention 

Cal  the  Pra^rtJrw  24  hours  a  day 
1-S0(MU.-SEEK 
(In  Virginia,  1-804-355-S581) 


Just  for  the  Record 


One  night  crusade  will  be  held  with 
John  Bisagno,  pasU^  of  First  Church, 
Houston,  Ttex.  March  14, 7  p.m.,  at  Col¬ 
onial  Hills  Church,  Southaven.  Ibm- 
my  Vinson  is  pastor. 


Galilee  Church.  Rankin  County,  will 
celebrate  its  centennial,  March  20, 
beginning  at  10:30  a.m.  A  covered- 
dish  luncheon  will  be  served  fdlowing 
the  service  T.  W.  Henderson  is  in¬ 
terim  pastor. 


RotMfta  Johnston  (left)  and  Viola  Smith;  associational  chairman  tor  Lincoln  Coun¬ 
ty,  are  pictured  displaying  the  quilt  made  by  the  WMU  of  the  association.  The  centen¬ 
nial  quilt  will  be  displayed  as  a  wall  hanger  in  the  Lincoln  Associational  building  in 
Brookhaven. 


was  noted  that  Carter  was  pastor  of 
a  Cordova,  Tbnn.  church.  He  left  that 
church  to  become  pastor  of  Ellison 
Ridge  Church,  Winston  County,  Miss., 
where  he  also  served  as  associational 
missionary.  He  helped  organize 
Crystal  Ridge  Church  and  East 
Louisville  Church. 

Chris  Whaley',  a  student  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  who  wrestles 
as  “The  Masked  Saint,”  will  be  speak¬ 
ing  at  Calvary  Church,  Greenwood,  at 
9:30  a.m.,  March  18;  after  wrestling 
with  the  World  Class  Wrestling 
Organization  at  Greenwood-Leflore 
Civic  Center.  Tie  wrestles  March  17  in 
Jackson  and  March  19  in  Port  Gibson. 


On  Feb.  11,  19  Baptist  men  from  seven  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  in  Bolivar 
Association  left  tor  Honduras  to  do  volunteer  construction  work  at  Camp  BAGOPE 
near  Penia  Blanca.  The  group  worked  five  days  at  the  camp  laying  concrete  blocks. 
The  building  being  built  will  house  the  kitchen  and  dining  hall  tor  use  by  Honduran 
churches  ar>d  missionaries.  The  team  also  visited  ar>d  participated  in  worship  ac¬ 
tivities  at  one  mission  point  and  two  churches  in  and  near  San  Pedro  Sula.  The  group 
arrived  back  in  Cleveland,  Feb.  22.  The  team  members  were,  front  row:  Bob  Hill, 
Calvary;  Glenn  Hill,  Calvary;  David  Horne.  Morrison  Chapel;  Joe  Earl  Watford,  Skene; 
Jeff  McCreary,  Boyle;  Second  row:  Taylor  Burrell,  Sker>e;  Robert  Naron,  Morrison 
Chapel;  Eugend  Walden,  Provkfertce;  J.  D.  Holmes,  Skene;  Jimmy  Alford,  Morrison 
Chapel,  Pete  Wkikar,  First.  Clevelarxf;  Jerry  Foust,  Morrison  Chapel;  Third  row;  Charles 
Wesley,  Morrison  Chapel:  Doc  Biown,  Skene;  Drue  Howarth,  Skene;  Robert  Haney, 
Interstate;  ' '  howarth.  Skene,  Ken  Watford,  Skene;  Odis  Henderson.  MerigoM 


C  L  A  S  3 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller^  Country 
Dorm  Resort  ( for  groups  of  12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Air 
conditioning,  pool,  |8  tickets,  lodg¬ 
ing,  and  meals,  ALL  for  $22  each! 
Call  501/253-8418  today! 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Complete  funeral/casket 
(or  cremation)  —  $895.00.  We  serve 
entire  sUte.  Call  (601)  366-6565 
or  write:  103  W.  Northside  Dr., 
Jackson,  MS  39206. 


First  Church,  Lambert  held  a  note  burning  service  Jan.  31.  In  February,  1986,  the 
church  obtained  a  $60,000  loan  from  United  Southern  Bank  as  partial  Expense  in 
the  restoration  of  the  interior  and  exterior  of  the  sanctuary.  The  loan  was  to  be  paid 
in  seven  years  but  was  paid  in  full  January,  1988. 

Pictured  (left  to  right)  are  J.  Courtr>ey  Seivy,  pastor;  Buck  Fortner,  restoration  chair¬ 
man;  Sally  Stone,  interior  chairman;  arul  Gene  Faust,  treasurer. 

FELLOWSHIP  TRAVEL 

“A  ministry  to  the  social  needs  of  Senior  Adults.” 

Catering  trips  especially  for  senior  adult  church  groupe  and  dubs. 

8061  N.  McRaven  Rd.#21  The  Inez  104  E.  Monticello 
Jackson,  MS  39209  Brookhaven,  MS  39601 

(601)  922-6227  (601)  835-0855 


This  announcement  la  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  e  aollcitetlon  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  aecuritiea.  The  offering  la  made  only  by  Proapectua. 

$10,000,000 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  BAPnST  CONVENTION 

Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 

SERIES  C 

MINIMUM  PURCHASE  —  $500.00 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the  i 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
Bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
8.5%  to  10.5%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as  set 
forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
1-8(Xj^HMB-Bond  or  writing  the  broker-dealer  servicing -bond 
issue: 

CITIZENS  'and  southern 
SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTENTION:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  NE 
18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 


Name  _ ^  '  _ 

Address  _  __  J _ ! _ - 

Cfty _ _ _ ^State. _ Zip _ _ 

SERIES  C  BONDS  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  APRIL  30,  1988 


Get  rid  of  greed:  the  tenth  commandment 


By  M.  Dean  Register 

The  tenth  commandment  tackles  the  thorny 
problem  of  greed.  Elxodus  20:17  warns,  “You 
shall  not  covet  your  neighbor’s  house;  ydii  Shan 
not  covet  your  neighbor’s 
wife  or  his  male  servant  or 
his  female  servant  w  his  ok 
or  his  donkey  or  anything 
that  belongs  to  your 
neighbor”  (NASV),  A 
modem  day  paraphrase  of 
this  verse  could  read:  “Get 
rid  of  greed.  Don’t  covet 
another  person’s  mate  or 
Register  another’s  material  posses¬ 
sions.”  Our  generation  is  not  in  the  habit  of  call¬ 
ing  covetousness  a  sin,  but  the  Bible  specifies 
the  evil  that  lurks  in  it.  H.  L.  Ellison  says  that 
covetousness  is  “the  outstanding  sin  of  our  time, 
and  lies  at  the  root  of  our  social  dissatisfaction 
and  economic  troubles.” 

The  Hebrew  wrard  fw  covet  is  “chamad,”  and 
it  is  g^rally  translated  as  “desire.”  lb  covet 
someuiing  is  to  desire  something  which  one  has 
no  right  to  possess.  The  subtle  problem  of 
coveting  is  that  it  inevitably  prompts  a  person 
to  transform  a  wrong  d^ire  into  a  wrong 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

action. 

Jesus  went  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  in  his 
confrontation  with  a  greedy  person  (Lk 
12:13-21).  On  one  occasion,  when  Jesus  was 
teaching  a  group  of  people,  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  man  who  wanted  Jesus  to  tell  his  brother 
to  divide  the  family  inheritance  with  him.  Jesus 
declined  the  invitation  to  get  embroiled  in  a 
family  feud  and  instead  focused  on  the  real  pro¬ 
blem  of  covetousness.  He  said,  “Beware,  and  be 
on  your  guard  against  every  form  of  gre^”  (Lk 
12:15a).  It  is  significant  that  the  verbs  are 
plural.  The  application  falls  upon  all  who  hear 
the  words,  now  as  well  as  then.  Greed  is  decep¬ 
tive.  It  deceives  a  person  into  thinking  that 
more  is  better.  In  reality,  greed  is  a  hungry  void 
that  can  never  be  filled.  Tbe  more  you  feed  it, 
the  more  it  demands. 

The  parable  of  the  rich  land  owner  is  a  story 
of  greed.  The  man’s  prosperity  opened  the  door 
to  the  peril  of  pleasure.  By  itself  there  was 
nothing  wrong  with  his  prosperity,  but 
covetousness  distorts  our  appreciation  of 
possessions.  (Consequently,  he  made  plans  for 


more  crops  and  more  bams.  Soon  his  whole  self 
was  engulfed  in  his  pursuit.  Prosperity  and 
pleasure  induce  rationalizations  abwt  life  that 
lead  to  spiritual  destruction.  The  familiar 
refrain,  “Soul . . .  take  your  ease,  eat,  drink, 
and  be  merry"  (Lk  12:19)  is  repeated  all  too 
often  today.  *11)0  rich  land  owner  left  (]rod  out 
of  his  plans.  But  the  who  plans  an  account¬ 
ing  from  man  required  an  audit  from  this  self- 
indulging  plutocrat. 

Knowing  that  greed  is  a  sin  is  one  thing.  Rid¬ 
ding  ourselves  from  its  clutch  is  another.  How 
can  we  break  the  grip  of  greed? 

First,  we  can  face  the  cancer  of  covetousness 
honestly.  We  must  renounce  the  mentality  that 
thinks  a  little  greed  can’t  hurt.  A  tiny  cancer 
may  seem  harmless  enough  at  first,  too,  but  if 
untreated  it  will  spread.  We  ought  to  keep  a  vigil 
on  our  desires  like  a  soldier  watching  for  exter¬ 
nal  invasions.  Greed  is  too  much  with  us  all,  but 
admitting  our  vulnerabilityenables  us  to  start 
dealing  with  the  problem. 

Second,  we  can  feed  upon  the  simplicity  of 
life.  I  Tim.  6:8  says,  “If  we  have  food  and  cover¬ 
ing,  with  these  we  shall  be  content.” 

A  Christian  approach  to  material  possessions 
is  one  that  undmtands  the  priority  of  simplici¬ 


ty  over  extravagance  Possesskns  can  be  bless¬ 
ings  or  curses  to  us.  They  can  use  us  or  we  pan 
use  them  for  God’s  glory.  The  point  is  there  is 
a  limit  to  the  satisfaction  “things”  can  bring. 

“The  love  oi  money,”  Paul  says,  “is  the  root 
of  all  sorts  of  evil"  ( I  Tim  6:10).  He  did  not  say 
that  money  was  the  root,  but  the  “love  of 
money.”  The  love  of  money  is  a  root  that  runs 
deep  into  the  soil  of  human  corruption  and 
degradation.  Political  pay-offs,  corporate 
briberies,  and  Wall  Street  scandals  are  only  a 
few  extensions  of  this  root.  I  may  be  out  of  step 
with  ^  music  of  materialism,  but  I  maintain 
that  Francis  de  Sales  was  on  target  when  he 
said,  “I  recommend  to  you  a  holy  simplicity.” 

Third,  we  can  focus  on  the  kingdom  of  G^. 
Jesus  said,  “Blessed  are  those  who  hunger  and 
thirst  for  righteousness,  for  they  shall  be 
satisfied”  (Matt  5:6).  This  is  a  sanctified  desire, 
a  desire  for  justice  over  oppression  and 
righteousness  over  evil.  Furthermore,  Jesus 
said,  “Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness  and  all  these  things  shall  be  add¬ 
ed  to  you”  (Matt  6:33).  When  our  focus  is  cor¬ 
rectly  on  God,  materialism  is  given  its  proper 
perspective  and  the  grip  of  greed  is  broken. 

M.  Dean  Register  is  pastor.  First,  Gulfport. 


Joseph,  reunited  with  his  brothers,  grants  forgiveness 


By  Gayle  Alexander 
Genesis  42:1  to  4S:1S 

Men  are  not  made  for  famines  but  famines 
are  made  for  men.  A  famine  came  to  Palestine 
during  Abraham’s,  Isaac’s,  and  Jacob’s 
lifetimes.  Each  one  left. 
Could  God  have  taken  care 
of  them  in  the  land  of 
promise? 

The  drama  becomes  in¬ 
tense  with  ten  men,  iden¬ 
tified  as  the  brothers  of 
Joseph,  being  sent  to  Egypt 
to  buy  grain.  Benjamin, 
Rachel’s  youngest  son,  was 
Alexander  kept  at  home  When  the  men 
arrived  in  Egypt  th^  were  face  to  face  with 
Joseph  and  bowed  down  before  him.  The  same 
verb  was  used  when  Joseph  related  hi$  dream 
(37:7,  9).  Joseph  recognized  his  brothers  im¬ 
mediately  but  be  was  unknown  by  them.  He 
made  inquiries  as  to  who  they  were  and  they 
identified  themselves  as  12  brothers  of  one 
father  from  C^anaan. 

Joseph  remembered,  "...  the  dreams  which 
he  had  dreamed  . . .”  (42:9).  Their  obeisance 
made  Joseph  realize  further  fulfillment  of 
God’k  plans  and  purposes  for  his  life.  Joseph  ac- 
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cused  them  of  being  spies,  which  was  logical 
since  Egypt  alone  had  grain.  Joseph  spoke 
roughly  to  them  to  test  their  spirits  (note  I  John 
4:1)  and  to  see  if  there  had  been  any  change. 

Their  denial,  “Nay,  my  lord,  but  to  buy  food 
are  thy  servants  come  We  are  all  one  man’s 
sons  . . .”  (42:10,  U),  revealed  a  sense  of  humili¬ 
ty  in  stark  contrast  to  their  arrogance  of  years 
before  Certainly,  ten  sons  of  one  father  would 
not  be  spies.  Joseph  kept  accusing  and  they 
kept  denying.  Finally,  Joseph’s  oath  "...  by  the 
life  of  Pharaoh  ye  shall  not  go  forth  hence,  ex¬ 
cept  your  youngest  brother  come  hither  . . 
(42:15),  was  an  appeal  to  the  highest  authority 
in  the  land.  He  did  not  use  the  name  of  God  in 
this  oath  because  they  would  have  betrayed  his 
identity.  Joseph  wanted  to  see  Benjamin  and 
wanted  to  further  test  their  spirits.  One  brother 
was  to  be  sent  home  while  t^  other  nine  were 
to  remain  in  prison. 

Tbree  days  ^  awaiting  their  decision  to  accept 
his  terms  also  softened  Joseph’s  demand  for  a 
hostage  from  nine  to  one.  One  would  stay  and 
the  nine  would  go  home.  Simeon,  the  second 
oldest,  was  chosen  to  stay  because  Reuben  was 


not  part  of  the  plot  to  sell  Joseph.  Joseph 
overheard  the  brothers  discuss  his  demand. 
The  apparent  guilt  and  remorse  touched  him 
and  he  had  to  leave  the  room. 

Simeon  was  bound  and  the  nine  began  the 
long  journey  home  to  report  matters  to  Jacob. 
Upon  arrival,  the  discovery  of  each  man’s 
money  having  been  returned  to  his  grain  sack, 
caused  great  fear.  Jacob  was  obstinate  at  their 
report  that  next  time  Benjamin  would  have  to 
go.  However,  when  the  time  came  to  return  to 
Egypt,  Jacob  reluctantly  agreed,  only  after 
Judah’s  commitment  to  be  surety  for  Benjamin. 

The  brothers  arrived  in  Egypt  and  met  three 
surprises.  They  were  to  dine  with  the  governor, 
God’s  favor  on  them  had  returned  their  grain 
payment,  and  each  was  seated  by  age.  Joseph 
verified  the  identity  of  Benjamin,  at  which  time 
he  had  to  leave  the  room  for  a  time  of  uncon¬ 
trollable  weeping. 

The  men  were  on  their  way  home  with  more 
grain.  Further  testing  came  in  the  matter  of 
Joseph’s  own  personal  cup  being  placed  in  the 
sack  of  Benjamin,  who  was  acciued  of  steal¬ 
ing.  This  strategy  placed  Benjamin  complete¬ 
ly  in  Joseph’s  power.  Judah  pled  the  cause  of 
his  youngest  brother  and  nobly  volunteered  to 
abi^  in  his  stead  as  a  slave  of  Joseph.  His 


speech  on  behalf  of  Benjamin  is  most  profound. 

Judah  offered  no  excuse,  made  no  d^als,  but 
simply  pled  for  his  life  and  freedom'.  The  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice  shone  clearly  through  in  rare 
beauty.  Judah  confessed  his  sins  and  those  of 
his  brothers.  He  spoke  of  his  father’s  suffering, 
which  caused  Joseph  to  realize  that  Judah  was 
keenly  aware  ot  sacred  relationships.  Judah, 
tike  Joseph,  was  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
doctrine  of  the  cross  and  he  did.not  hesitate  but 
bravely  offered  himself  as  a  substitute.  It  was 
fitting  that  he  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of 
his  brethren  as  ruler.  (Thrist  came  from  the  line 
of  Judah. 

Judah’s  {riea  revealed  a  changed  man.  Joseph 
could  carry  the  suspense  no  longer.  He  cleared 
the  room  of  the  Egyptians  and  openly  wept 
before  his  brothers.  "...  I  am  Joseph  . . .’’ 
(45:3).  The  brothers  were  unbelieving  and  ter¬ 
rified  with  fear.  Joseph  comforted  them.  “So 
now  it  was  not  you  that  sent  me  hither,  but 
God ...”  (45:9).  Joseph  had  not  bitterness. 
/This  is  further  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  he 
brought  his  brothers  to  Egypt,  along  with  his 
father.  Joseph  saw  the  hand  of  God  in  his  years 
as  a  slave.  “. . .  God  sent  me  before  you  to 
preserve  you  a  posterity  . . .”  (45:7). 

Gayle  Alexander  it  pastor.  First,  Tnpelo. 


Lord’s  Supper:  opportunity  to  strengthen  relationships 


By  Jimmy  G.  McGee 
Matthew  26:17-30 

The  Lord’s  Supper  is  an  important  ordinance 
of  the  church,  and  its  observance  is  a  mandate 
of  our  Lord.  It  provides  an  opportunity  for 
strengthening  one’s  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ  and  other 

^believers.  Remembering 
what  CTirist  has  done  in  the 
past  for  us  we  confidently 
claim  his  promises  about 
the  future 

Celebration  of  the 
Passover  was  of  utmost  im¬ 
portance  to  devout  Jews.  It 
McGee  commemorated  Israel’s 
miraculous  deliverance  from  bondage  in  Egypt 
and  was  commanded  by  God  as  an  annual 
observance  It  looked  forward  to  the  supreme 
act  of  man’s  deliverance  by  Jesus’  death  on  the 
cross.  Significantly,  the  Passover  and  the  pas¬ 
sion  of  Jesus  now  converge  into  one. 

Jesus  observcid  the  Passover  with  his 
disciples  in  Jerusalem.  As  they  were  eating, 
Jesus  made  a  startling  announcement  that  one 
of  them  was  about  to  betray  him.  Sorrowful, 
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burdened,  and  concerned,  each  disciple  began 
to  ask,  “Lord,  is  it  I?”  What  an  examination  in 
the  heart  and  mind  of  each  this  prompted! 
Judas  was  identifed  as  the  betrayer.  The  elevep 
were  relieved  about  themselves  and  angered  at 
Judas.  Judas,  an  unbeliever,  was  used  of  Satan 
for  fulfilling  the  prophecy  concerning  Jesus’ 
death. 

Our  observance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  today 
has  the  urging  of  Paul,  “Let  a  man  examine 
himself,  and  so  let  him  eat . . (I  Cor.  11:28). 
Let  us  beware  of  the  potential  in  each  of  us  to 
the  temptation  of  evil  and  betrayal  of  trust  in 
Jesus. 

In  that  painful  moment  and  with  vivid  clari¬ 
ty,  Jesus  instituted  the  Lord’fe  Supper.  Tlie 
Passover  of  the  Old  Covenant  yields  to  the 
Lord’s  Supper  of  the  New  Covenant. 

Thking  bread  and  the  cup  in  hand,  Jesus  said 
“this  is  my  body”  (v.  26)  and  “this  is  my  blood’” 
(V.  28).  Jesus  in  his  physical  flesh  body  offers 
them  bread.  Seeing  Jesus  and  the  bread,  the 
disciples  know  the  difference  Hence,  the  bread 


and  cup  are  clearly  symbols.  The  bread  is 
representative  of  the  body  of  Jesus.  The  cup  is 
representative  of  Jesus’  "blood  of  (he  New 
Covenant." 

“TAKE  IT”:  Accept  Jesus  and  Jesus’  Word 
as  he  gives  Himself  for  you.  The  sacrifice  of 
Jesus,  substituting  himself  for  us,  is  essential 
to  our  salvation.  He  is  our  only  hope.  Said  he, 
“I  am  the  bread  of  life”  (John  6:48)  and  “I  am 
the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life”  (John  14:6). 

“EAT  IT,  DRINK  IT":  (tonsume  Jesus  in 
faith  by  submitting  yourself  to  his  life  and  so 
become  one  with  him.  “Unless  you  eat  the  flesh 
of  the  Son  of  Man  and  drink  his  blood,  you  have 
no  life  in  you”  (John  6:53).  It  is  the  picture  of 
unreserv^  trust  and  total  agreement  in  all 
Jesus  is  and  does: 

The  believer’s  observance  of  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  todayjnvolves  simply  eating  the  bread  and 
drinking  the  cUp,  but  it  is  profoundly  signifi¬ 
cant.  Some  believers  err  in  receiving  the  sup¬ 
per  as  a  sacrament  without  which  there  is  no 
conferring  of  grace  and  blessing.  And  many 
believers  err  in  neglecting  to  participate  in  the 
supper  because  “after  all,  it’s  just  a  symbol.” 

The  majority  of  the  members  of  most  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  would  never  take  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 


per  except  that  it  is  observed  on  a  Sunday 
morning.  Neglecting  the  observance  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  exposes  a  believer’s  ignorance 
of  and/or  indifference  to  the  family  of  God,  not 
discerning  the  Lord’s  body.  Skipping  the  Lord’s 
Supper  is  like  skipping  the  family  reuhion.  “For 
this  reason,  many  are  weak  and  sick  among 
you,  and  many  sleep”  (I  Cor.  11:29). 

The  Lord’s  Supper  is  just  a  symbol,  but  — 

*  It  is  a  symbol  that  helps  os  remember  what 
many  practically  forget  —  that  Jesus  died  for 
us,  shedding  his  blood  as  the  only  means  of 
forgiveness  and  life  for  us. 

*  It  is  a  symbol  that  lets  ps  identify  with  Jesus 
and  other  believers  in  the  family  of  God. 

*  It  is  a  symbol  that  urges  us  to  commit  to 
the  necessity  of  reconciliation  with  one  another 
and  of  affirmation  of  one  another  at  his  table 
of  oneness. 

*  It  is  a  symbol  that  guides  us  to  confess  our 
faith  in  God  as  we  face  the  future. 

Most  believers  need  help  in  remembering. 
“For  as  often  as  you  eat  this  bread  and  drink 
this  cup,  you  proclaim  the  Lord’s  death  till  he 
comes  (I  Cor.  11:26). 

Jimmy  G.  McGee  is  pastor.  First,  Grenada. 
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see  which  option  has  the  strongest 
arguments  for  it  and  the  fewest 
negative  factors. 

However,  remember  that  some 
factors  will  be  more  important 
than  others,  so  you  will  have  to 
weigh  them  according  to  how 
serious  they  seem  to  you.  In  other 
words,  <Hie  option  may  have  a  long 
I’ve  lived  all  my  life  in  a  small  list  of  good  aspects,  but  there  may 
town  and  have  never  travelled  or  be  one  enormous  negative  factor 
done  much  of  anything.  Nobody  in  which  overrides  all  the  positive 
my  family  has  ever  been  to  collie  things. 

Now  that  I’ve  fbushed  hi^  school.  Next,  get  the  counsel  of  persons 
I  haven’t  been  able  to  find  a  job,  who  are  wise  ahd  knowledgeable, 
and  I’m  thinking  about  trying  to  go  both  about  the  options  and  about 
to  college  or  maybe  joining  the  Ar-  your  own  abilities.  For  instance, 
my.  But  I’m  scared.  I  don’t  know  the  guidance  counselor  at  the  high 
if  I  could  handle  all  the  new  things  school  you  attend  could  help  you 
that  would  be  thrown  at  me.  What  evaluate  the  college  option,  a 
should  I  do?  recruitment  officer  could  explain 

^  what  the  armed  services  have  to 

Answer  offer.  Ihlk  also  with  persons  who 

are  involved  in  that  lifestyle  at  this 
We  can’t  tell  you  what  choice  you  point  —  a  friend  at  college  or  some- 
ought  to  make,  but  perhaps  we  can  one  who  is  the  Army.  They  can  give 
give  you  some  guidelines  about  you  a  more  accurate  picture. of 
how  to  make  this  kind  of  decision,  what  it’s  like. 

First,  list  hll  your  options  on  Finally,  talk  with  God  about  your 
separate  sheets  of  paper.  Then  decision.  He  understands  your 
make  a  list  of  all  the  reasons  ior  uncertainty,  and  he  wants  to  help 
and  against  each  <^tion.  In  other  you  develop  your  potential.  Seek  to 
words,  examine  each  alternative  have  the  kind  of  personal  relation- 
according  to  its  own  strengths  and  ship  with  Christ  which  will  enable 
weaknesses,  rather  than  compar-  you  to  be  aware  of  his  guidance 
■  iHg’arrwtih  another.  Then  tiy  to  and  iftilp. 
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By  William  H.  Sellers 

On  Jaa  1,  1988  Southern  Baptists  members  must  have  an  accumulated  calls  a  new  staff  member,  it  will  not 
launched  into  the  Expanded  Annuity  three  years  of  service  with  a  Southern  call  that  person  a  “total  package.” 

Plan.  This  is  now  the  only  church  an-  Baptist  organization  and  must  work  Rather  th^  will  say,  “We  provide  this 
nuity  plan.  The  church  must  vote  to  at  least  a  1,000  hours  a  year  before  fringe  benefit  of  annuity  in  a  certain 
participate  in  this  plan  and  sign  the  they  are  eligible  to  participate  amount  or  percent  of  pay  and  here  is 
cooperative  agreement  before  its  staff  Tlie  beautiful  thing  about  the  pre-  your  salary.  Break  that  up  as  you  wish 
members  can  participate  in  the  plan,  sent  plan  is  that  the  Mississippi  Bap-  to  for  income  tax  purposes.” 

However,  tlmse  people  who  were  tist  (invention  will  match  one-thii^  There  is  no  other  place  a  church 
participating  in  the  annuity  program  of  the  total  contribution  of  each  par-  staff  member  can  invest  his  or  her 
in  1967  and  whose  churches  did  not  ticipant,  ministerial  and  non-  money  in  an  annuity  and  gain  as 
sign  the  cooperative  agreement  were  ministerial,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $35  much  over  a  long  period  of  time  as  he 
g  andfaUiered  into  the  Expanded  An-  a  month  ($420  a.year ) .  The  first  $17.50  or  she  would  through  participating  in 
n  iity  Plan  as  participating  members,  that  the  state  convention  contributes  the  Southern  Baptist  Church  Annuity 
tl  ereby,  making  their  churches  par-  will  pay  for  the  protection  section,  not  Program.  In  a  secular  program  out  of 
ti  ‘ipating  churches  for  now.  As  long  only  for  ministerial  members  but  all  every  dollar  invested  the  participant 
a  that  staff  member  stays  at  that  staff  members’  participation.  pays  commission  and  administrative 

c  urch,  then  the  church  wiU  be  a  par-  Any  matching  money  above  $17.50  fees.  The  church  annuity  charges  no 
tl  ipating  church.  When  that  staff  that  the  state  convention  contributes  fees  and  no  conunissions.  Secular  pro- 
n  ember  leaves  the  church,  the  will  go  into  the  member’s  annuity  grams  do  not  offer  a  protection  sec- 
cl.urch  ceases  to  pay  contributions  to  account.  lion  paid  for  by  the  company,  but  in 

the  annuity  board  and  the  church  Churches  may  vote  to  participate  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Pro¬ 
looses  its  participating  status.  Then  the  expanded  plan  at  any  time  they  gram  the  state  convention  pays  for  the 
that  particular  church  will  call  wish  to;  but  to  do  this,  they  must  sign  protection  section  which  includes  the 
another  staff  member.  But  before  that  the  cooperative  agreement  and  check  disability  supplement  and  the  sur- 
8*  tff  member  can  be  involved  in  the  whether  they  want  it  for  ministers  on-  vivor  benefit  in  case  of  death  before 
c!  urch  annuity  plan,  the  church  will  ly  or  for  the  whole  staff.  If  they  have  retirement.  The  secular  program  will 
h  ve  to  sign  the  cooperative  agree-  signed  it  for  ministers  only  this  year  not  put  money  into  the  annuity  other 
ment  and  become  an  expanded  and  later  they  decide  to  do  it  for  the  than  the  interest  it  pays.  Through  the 
cl^urch.  then  they  must  re-  Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Plan,  the 

Nearly  800  out  of  Mississippi’s  2,000  vote  to  m^de  the  whole  staff  and  state  convention  will  put  matching 
churches  have  signed  the  cooperative  sign  another  document.  dollars  into  the  church  'tnnuity  plan, 

agreement  to  participate  in  the  Ex-  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  A  person  can  elect  from  four  funds 
panded  Annuity  Plan,  those  are  call-  will  contribute  matching  money  when  where  they  would  like  their  money  to 
ed  Expanded  Churches.  When  the  the  church  has  made  some  contribu-  go.  One  can  switch  from  oiie  fund  to 
cl'Urch  signs  the  cooperative  agree-  tion.  However,  it  is  not  requiring  the  another  once  a  month  if  one  wishes, 
ment,  it  is  agreeing  to  provide  a  fringe  church’s  portion  to  be  larger  than  that  thus  giving  the  member  control  over 
benent  for  its  employee.  It  can  adopt  the  member  contributes.  If  a  staff  his  or  her  funds.  This  annuity  plan  is 
the  plan  one  of  two  ways.  It  can  either  member  is  in  the  Expanded  Annuity  known  as  a  403B  type  annuity  and  the 
do  it  for  ministers  only  m’  for  the  Plan  at  his  or  her  present  church  and  member  can  retire  as  early  as  age  55 
whole  church  staff.  If  the  church  signs  he  or  she  should  change  to  another  and  must  start  taking  some  benefits 
it  for  ministers  only,  then  non-  church  and  the  new  church  is  not  in  by  age  TOt^. 
ministerial  church  staff  members  the  Expanded  Plan,  they  cannot  coo- 

canuot  participate  in  the  church  an-  tinue  to  participate  in  the  Expanded  Anyone  havmg  questions  concem- 
nuity  program  at  this  time  After  1993  Plan  until  the  church  to  which  they  ing  the  Church  Annuity  Plan  as  it  is 
all  st^f  members  will  be  eligible  are  going  signs  the  cooperative  administeredintbestateofMississip- 
whether  they  adopt  it  that  way  or  not  agreement.  pi  should  call  or  write  Willian  H. 

If  the  church  adopts  the  plan  for  all  The  church  becomes  a  responsible  Sellers,  annuity  representative  for 
staff  members,  the  ministers  are  im-  employer  when  it  votes  to  provide  a  Mississippi.  The  address  is  Box  530, 
mediately  eligible  to  participate,  fringe  benefit  for  its  staff  members.  Jackson,  MS  39205  and  the  phone 
However,  non-ministerial  staff  Once  it  has  done  this,  then  when  it  number  is  968-3800. 

'■’/’’N  1  1  /*•  1  wrote:  “The  record  in  this  case  is 

3.1*£rU0S  cj].u.l*cjl.  SI*OU13S  foble^^1f^p:^enua!ra^ 

^  ^  ^  by  a  grant  program  that  pays 

t^ren  pregnancy  with  own  funds 

M.  C7  J  “While  we  commend  these  and 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Religious  of  religion,  Thomas  wrote.  '  Last  y»r  the  U.S.  District  Cfourt  for  other  religious  organizations  for  ag- 
organizations  that  fight  teen  pregnan-  Acccmling  to  a  provision  in  the  law  the  District  of  (folumbia  struck  down  gressively  combating  sexual  pro- 
cy  should  do  so  with  their  own  funds,  —  also  called  the  Then  (Chastity  Act  —  the  statute,  declaring  it  violated  the  miscuity  and  teen  pregnancy,  their  ri- 
not  federal  tax  dollars,  the  Baptist  Congress  provided  the  funding  “to  establishment  clause  of  the  First  forts  necessarily  involve  the  promo- 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Aflairs  has  promote  self  discipline  and  other  pru-  Amendment.  But  later,  the  same  tion  of  religion,”  he  said, 
told  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  dent  approaches  to  the  problem  of  panel  held  the  section  of  the  law  fund-  That  is  so,  Thomas  said,  because  “it 

In  a  legal  brief  filed  with  the  high  'adolescent  premarital  sexual  rela-  ing  religious  groups  could  be  severed  is  impossible  for  religious  organiza- 
court  in  February,  Baptist  Joint  (fom-  tions,  including  adolescent  pregnan-  from  its  other  provisions,  thereby  tions  to  teach  sexual  morality  without 
mittee  General  Counsel  Oliver  S.  cy”  and  to.encourage  adoption  rather  salvaging  the  remainder  of  the  law.  consciously  or  unconsciously  pro- 
Thomas  argued  the  1981  Adolescent  than  abortion.  The  disputed  law  also  Funding  for  all  gmps  covered  by  the  moling  religion.”  Any  grant  program 
Family  Life  Act  violates  the  ConsdUi-  requires  all  reci{Ments  of  the  funds  to  law,  including  religious  organizations,  that  subsidizes  such  teaching  “is  ebn- 
tion  by  providing  federal  funding  of  seek  participation  by  religious  groups,  has  continued  uninterrupted  under  a  stitutionally  impermissible,”  he  add- 
religious  groups  in  their  battles  including  churches,  in  administering  stay  issued  last  August  by  LMef  ed.  “While  we  commend  Congress  for 
agaiist  sexual  promiscuity  and  abor-  their  programs.  Grants  to  par-  Jpstice  William  H.  Rehnquist.  combating' teen  pregnancy,  this  dar- 

tion.  Such  aid  amounts  to  an  un-  ticipating  groups  are’ made  by  the  In  the  ^ptist  Joint  Committee  ing  attempt  to  use  religious  education 

constitutional  violation  of  the  Pltsr  federal  Department  of  Health  and  brief  asking  the  high  court  to  uphold  to  accomplish  the  secular  goals  of 

Amendment  ban  on  an  establishment  Human  Services.  the  lower  panel’s  decision,  Thomas  government  must  not  be  allowed.” 


Off  the  Record 


Thirteen  ministers  were  on  a  flight  Nervous  woman  pasMfiger  (on 
to  New  York.  When  they  came  into  a  bus) :  Driver,  that  man  fitting  across 
large  storm,  they  told  the  stewardess  from  me  is  crazy.  He  keeps  muttering 
to  tell  the  pilot  that  everything  would  he’s  George  Washington, 
be  <Jkay  because  thirteen  ministers'  Bus  driver:  111  take  care  of  him. 
were  on  board.  ,  (Raising  his  voice)  All  out  for  Mount 

Later  the  stewardess  returned  frwn  Vernon! 
the  cockpit. 

“What  did  the  pilot  say?”  one 
preacher  asked.  t  ■■ 

“He  said  he  was  glad  to  have  thir¬ 
teen  ministers  aboard  but  he  would 
rather  have  four  good  engines.” 


Marcn  lu,  lyrfS 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


